Colloquium, Magdalen College, 25-26 September 2009
Citizenship, Modernisation and Nationhood: The Cultural Role of Mass Education 1870-1930

Scope

Since the late 19th century, the state in most parts of the world has increasingly seen it to be part of its role to assist and sometimes replace the (extended) family (and the church) in bringing up the next generation. Today the state in the western world is involved in child-rearing in many different ways, but its initial foray into the territory of the family (and the area one might argue were its presence is still most obvious and permanent) is in the field of education. The late 19th and early 20th century saw the establishment of systems of universal elementary education not only in Britain and Europe but across the wider world.  The aim of the colloquium is to examine comparatively the development of the first stage of universal elementary education in a number of countries around the globe.  It is not intended to be a contribution to the history of education per se but a study of cultural formation through state building.  

Papers (fixed)

1. Family and Formal Education in Britain, Europe and the World before the Creation of State Systems: Laurence Brockliss (Oxford)

Part 1: England and Wales

2. Mass Education in England and Wales: Susannah Wright (Oxford Brookes)

3. The English Public Schools and Mass Education: Heather Ellis (Oxford)

4. Socialising the Anti-Social: Industrial Schools: Nicola Sheldon (Oxford)

Part 2: Continental Europe 

5. France:  Jean Chanet-François (Lille)

6. Germany:Gunilla Budde (Oldenburg)

7. Russia: Ben Eklof (Indiana)

8. Ottoman Empire and Turkey: Nazam Cicek (Ankara)

Part 3: Wider World 

9. United States of America: Ellen Berg (Berkeley)

10. Brazil: Christina Gouvea (Brazil)

11. India: Nita Kumar (Claremont-McKenna)

12. China, Japan and Korea (emphasis on Taiwan): Lily Chang (Oxford)

It is expected that the cost will be £35 per days for those wanting to take lunch or £10 per day for those just wishing to attend and have coffee and tea. Enquiries to laurence.brockliss@magd.ox.ac.uk

