From social democracy to market liberalism

© Avner Offer, Oxford 2010

Columbia, SC 2009

(a) Family Types, Whites USA (b) Real Median Family Income, Whites USA

70
0 80,000
——wifeworks
50
- = vife home
50 >'<:.— 60,000
a0 |+ woman only —o— wife works
—+manony | ,
2 i —=— wife home
! 40,000 orms
° } ey i e = manonly
E st agahabatasaaas® | a woman only|
1967 1973 1979 1985 1991 1997 20,000 [ e
Virtue and Justice?

0

1967 1973 1979 1985 1991 1997
Justice or Justification?

(c) Family Types, Blacks USA

70
60
50 o —e— wife works
E a0 “n.‘.n.,nA“‘ Fal |~ wife home
i a0 [ - woman only
2 e man only
10 cossstetiag sedeteed

1967 1973 1979 1985 1991 1997

Hacker, The Great Risk Shift (2006)

Figure 1.4; Americans’ Chance of a 50 Percent or Greater Income
brop

egression prediting draps in household:size-adjusted fomily income
among individuals aged 25-61.

Figure 1.3: Instability Rise at Both High and Low Education Levels
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Figure 1: The Rising Volatiity of American Family Incomes,
1974-2002

This ndex captures the volatilty of American
family Incomes, controling for family size.
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Figure 4.1: “How long could you go without your job before
experiencing significant financial hardship?”
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Source: Gallup Poll Social Series, April 2003, 1,000 adults. Analyzed with
ordered probit model, controlling for age, education, race, income, marital
status, and gender (all respondents were emploved)

What do you make of this?
WORLD'S HIGH




Self-regard vs. reciprocal regard

Selthood vs. Community

Commitment goods: security, capability, approbation.
Secured by means of ‘commitment devices’:

— Virtue [‘hard work’, fairness]

— Family
— Church
— Nation

Community of individuals. Divine and civic justice.

Varieties of Individualism

* Pursuit of happiness [consumption, status]

* Individual quest as an entitlement

» Expressed by means of Materialism: marketing and
consumption

» Downgrading of reciprocity: family and children.

* Cirisis of family (divorce, later marriage, fewer

children, singlehood).

Decline of ‘social capital’: voluntary assocation,

social participation etc.

Identity drift; New Age; ‘Me’ generation; ‘Greed is

Good’, etc.

* Cirisis of ‘regard’

civic existence.
Who are they against?
Brooding sense of menace
Violence:
— Handguns. Right to carry.
— C. 200 million guns?
— Crime and vigilantes
— Armed police
— Violent punishment
* Brutal incarceration
« Death penalty
Refusal to give society ‘a
monopoly of violence’

Emblem of individual integrity.
Geographical location,
Concentrated in South and
midwest.
Whites, police.
Liberal nightmare:

— Capote, In Cold Blood

— Moore, Columbine

— Ford, Independence Day

— Shriver, We Need to talk about

Kevin
— Roth, American Pastoral
— [signify social/family breakdown$

* A just world.
* Generates anxiety and anomie.
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*Bxcluding law enforcement rolatod, estimated at 270 in 1997.
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Proportion deprived of the vote as felons or former felons
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DeParle, ‘The American Prison Nightmare’, New York Review of Books, 20071

Holmes County, Miss.,
Green vs. Kennedy, 1969

IRS Guidelines 1978

Norman Rockwell, ‘The
problem we live with' (1964)

Norman Rockwell,‘New kids in
the neighborhood' (1967)




Race: the standard account

* Slavery, Civil War, Reconstruction, Jim Crow

* Race the core of southern identity

* End of old cotton economy

* Civil Rights, Selma, Sit-ins, Riots

* Legal desegregation, black enfranchisement, white
reaction

* Whites embattled

* Abandon alliance with Northern social democracy,
move into Republican party

* New Alliance creates counterweight that destroys
New Deal coalition

Reminder: The Problem

Change in policy norms:
‘from social democracy to market liberalism’

Policy norms: principles that justify
government action/inaction.

In democracy, electoral influence.
Majoritarian system: ‘Winner takes all’

Importance of the ‘median voter’ — of electoral
tipping point.

Presidential Election, 1960
(blue=Republican) http://www.uselectionatlas.org/RESULTS/

Presidential Election, 1980

Dave Leip's Atlas of U.S. Presidential Elections
http://www.uselectionatlas.org/USPRESIDENT/

Presidential Election, 2004

Presidential Election, 2008

Dave Leip's Atlas of U.S. Presidential Elections
http://www.uselectionatlas.org/RESULTS/

Dave Leip's Atlas of U.S. Presidential Elections
http://www.uselectionatlas.org/RESULTS/
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Red=republican]

USA General Election 2004

End of New Deal Coalition

* Black vote a racial vote.

* End of Democratic coalition.

* Rise of republican party in the south.

* Race aligned voting. The Nixon strategy.

 But shift away from race to class based voting.

* Blocking coalition: frustrates the welfare state.

» Example: 'End of Welfare'. Anti-poor. Why
supported by the ‘Poor’?

* What's the matter with Kansas?

+ Alignment of evangelical individualism with
Republican big business.

* Decline of Northern Liberal Republicans.
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Republican comeback: House

D. Republican Victories
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Shafer & Johnson, End of Southem Exceptionalism, 2006 21

Race, class, or religion?

Greeley and Hout, The Truth about
Conservative Christians (2006)
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Figure 3.3 Party identification by year: Conservative Protestant voters, 1972~
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Figare 3.5 Republican votes by family income and political era: Conservative
Protestant voters, 19722000 electons. We used a statitical model to smooth
out sampling fluctuations in the observed data.

Relgipus AdRessn1s 654

v S nisge af all Resideats, 2000 ﬂ‘

o

http://timesonline.typepad.com/photos/uncategorized/2007/07/1 Olgod_and_amerig’g.gif

Religion: Facilitates political realignment

Map 4: THE RELIGIOUS PILLARS OF THE NATIONAL REPUBLICAN COALITION
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Phillips, American Theocracy
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