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(a) Family Types, Whites USA (b) Real Median Family Income, Whites USA
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Hacker, The Great Risk Shift (2006)

Figure 1: The Rising Volatility of American Family Incomes,

Figure 1.4: Americans’ Chance of a 50 Percent or Greater Income 1974-2002
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Source: Panel Study of Income Dynamics. Results are from a logistic
regression predicting drops in household-size-adjusted family income Source: Panel Study of Income Dynamics, University of Michigan: Cross-

among individuals aged 25-61.
Figure 4.1: "How long could you go without your job before

Figure 1.3: Instability Rise at Both High and Low Education Levels experiencing significant financial hardship?”
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What do you make of this?
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Self-regard vs. reciprocal regard

Selthood vs. Community
Commitment goods: security, capability, approbation.

Secured by means of ‘commitment devices’:
— Virtue [‘hard work’, fairness]

— Family

— Church

— Nation

Community of individuals. Divine and civic justice.

A just world.



Varieties of Individualism

Pursuit of happiness [consumption, status]
Individual quest as an entitlement

Expressed by means of Materialism: marketing and
consumption

Downgrading of reciprocity: family and children.

Crisis of family (divorce, later marriage, fewer
children, singlehood).

Decline of ‘social capital’: voluntary assocation,
social participation etc.

Identity drift; New Age; ‘Me’ generation; ‘Greed 1s
Good’, etc.

Crisis of ‘regard’
Generates anxiety and anomie.
Seligman, Twenge



Armed violence

Expression of apprehension,
anger, fear

Armed violence as element of
clvic existence.

Who are they against?
Brooding sense of menace

Violence:

— Handguns. Right to carry.

— C. 200 million guns?

— Crime and vigilantes

— Armed police

— Violent punishment
 Brutal incarceration
* Death penalty

Refusal to give society ‘a
monopoly of violence’

Guns

Frontier/slavery legacy.

Constitutional right. NRA.
Emblem of individual integrity.

Geographical location,

Concentrated in South and
midwest.

Whites, police.

Liberal nightmare:

Capote, In Cold Blood
Moore, Columbine

Ford, Independence Day

Shriver, We Need to talk about
Kevin

Roth, American Pastoral
[signify social/family breakdownd



Figure 1.3. Rate of Homicide Victimization in the United States, 1976-1999, by Race

Figure 1.1. U.SS. Firearms Deaths by Cause
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’ *Excluding law enforcement related, estimated at 270 in 1997,
Source: Data from CDC/National Center for Injury Control and Prevention.
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Table 4. Race of Admissions to State and Federal Prisons, 1926-1993

Figure 1.4, Rate of Homicide Perpetration in the United States, 1976-1999, by Race
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Proportion deprived of the vote as felons or former felons
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DeParle, ‘The American Prison Nightmare’, New York Review of Books, 2007,



Holmes County, Miss.,
Green vs. Kennedy, 1969

IRS Guidelines 1978

Norman Rockwell, ‘The
problem we live with’ (1964)

Norman Rockwell, ‘New kids in
the neighborhood’ (1967)














































































