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THE PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION IN MODERN HISTORY
AND POLITICS

EXAMINATION REGULATIONS

1. ThePreliminary Examinationin Modern History and Politicsshall
be under the joint supervision of the Board of the Faculty of Modern
History and the Social Sciences Boar d and shall consist of such subjects
asthey shall jointly prescribe.

2. The Chair of the Examiners for the Preliminary Examination in
Modern History and the Chair of the Examiners for the Preliminary
Examination in Philosophy, Poalitics, and Economics shall consult
together and designate such of their number asmay berequired for the
examination for the Preliminary Examination in Modern History and
Palitics, whereupon the number of examiners shall be deemed to be
complete.

REGULATIONS
Each candidate shall offer four papers, asfollows:

1. Either (a) any oneof the periodsin the History of the British Isles
specified for the Preliminary Examination in Modern History or (b)
any one of the four periods in General History specified for the
Preliminary Examination in Modern History. For the First or
Second Public Examination candidates are required to choose at
least one paper — whether in General History or the History of the
British Isles- coveringaperiod beforethenineteenth century. The
list of paperssatisfying thisprovision isgiven in the Handbook for
Modern History and Politics. They are also required to choose at
least one of the periodsin The History of the British I les at some
point in their course, for either the First or the Second Public
Examination. Candidates who take British History paper VII for
the Preliminary Examination or the Final Honour School may not
also take Politics cor e paper 202 for the Final Honour Schoal.

2. Optional Subject 1, ‘Theories of the State (Aristotle, Hobbes,

Rousseau, Marx)’ as specified for the Preliminary Examination in
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3.

4.

Modern History.

Any one of the following, as specified for the Preliminary
Examination in Modern History: (a) Quantification in History or (b)
any of the Optional Subjectsexcept No 1 (Theoriesof the State), or
(c) Approachesto History or (d) Historiography: Tacitusto Weber,
or (e) any one of the seven Foreign Texts.

Introduction to Political Institutions. Candidates will be require to
answer three questions drawn from section (b) of the paper
‘Introduction to Politics: The Theory and Practice of Democracy as
specified for the Preliminary Examination in Philosophy, Palitics,
and Economics. Candidatesmust show knowledge of at least three of
the following political systems. the United States of America; the
United Kingdom; France; Germany.

In addition, candidates must also pursue a course of study in
I nformation Technology, and arerequired to submit an infor mation
technology-based project by thefirst day of theTrinity Full Termin
which the examination istaken. Details of the courseareto befound
in the First Year Handbook for Modern History and Palitics.

A candidate shall be deemed not to have passed the examination
unless he or _she has submitted a satisfactory project for the
I nformation Technology cour se (asdescribed above). Any candidate
who failsto submit a project for theInformation Technology course
by thedeadline, or whose project isdeemed to beunsatisfactory, will
be allowed to resubmit the project once by the Monday of the week
falling three weeks before First Week of the following Michaelmas
Full Term.

Theindividual specificationsand prescribed textsfor papers2and 3
above will be published in the Handbook for the Preliminary
Examination in Modern History by Monday of noughth Week of
MichaelmasTerm each year for theacademicyear ahead. Depending
on the availability of teaching resources, with the exception of the
Optional Subject 1, not all the Optional Subjects listed in the
Handbook will be available to candidates in any given year.
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Candidates may obtain details of the choice of optionsfor that year
by consulting the Definitive List of Optional Subjects posted at the
beginning of thefirst week of Michaelmas Full Term in the Modern
History Faculty and circulated to tutors.

Candidates who fail one or more of papers 1, 2, 3, or 4 above may
resit that subject or subjectsat a subsequent examination.



2. INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF
MODERN HISTORY AND POLITICSIN THE FIRST YEAR

Modern History and Politicsisarecently introduced Joint Honours school in
Oxford, which seeks to encourage students to set political institutions and
ideasintheir historical context. Thisisachallenging goa: you will need both
the political scientist’s ability to analyse structures and theories and the
historian’s sensitivity to patterns of development and change. You will
therefore be encouraged to take a broad view of historical processes. you
should not assume that only very modern history options are ‘relevant’ to
your study. In some respectsthe course regulations, which are specified later
in this handbook, require you to study the earlier periods, but you should not,
inany case, regard this requirement as nothing more than arule which hasto
be obeyed. The course as a whole has been developed in the belief that a
broad knowledge of history, of the historical evolution of political ideasand
of the techniquesinvolved inthewriting of history isvaluableto the student
of politics, and that an understanding of political processes and ideas will
benefit the historian.

Y ou will need all the skillswhich you have acquired at school: the ability to
distinguish and assess different points of view and to think in causal terms, as
well asthe technical skillsof essay-writing, including the clear presentation
of relevant material and the ability to analyseitssignificanceinrelationto a
given problem. But hereyou will also be expected to engage with afar wider
range of subject-matter, and to show a much greater awareness of the
complexity of analytical explanation, while devel oping your essay technique
to match the resulting demands for more critical analysis and sharper, more
focussed argument.

This section of the Handbook accordingly provides an introduction to the
aimsand content of the courseintheFirst Y ear, to the skillsneeded to pursue
it successfully, and to the methods by which it is taught and examined.



For further information about devel oping study skills, about how to makethe
most of the teaching and learning methods used at Oxford, Faculty resources
for Modern History and Politics and other support structures, see the First
Year Handbooks produced for the Main Schools of Modern History,
(http://www.history.ox.ac.uk/currentunder/prelims/politics/index.htm)

and Politics, Philosophy and Economics
(http://www.politics.ox.ac.uk/teaching/)

1. The aims of the course and Programme Specifications

The course of study in the First Year has a number of specific aims. In the
first place you will study outline papersin both Modern History and Politics.
The history paper entailsthe study of an extended historical period - either in
asinglehistorical unit or acrossanumber of countriessimultaneoudly - while
the politics paper examines political developmentsin five specific countries
inthe modern period. If you have studied either History or Politicsat school,
this type of outline work will aready be familiar to you, but the structural
analysisof political systemsand of the comprehension of theforces- social,
cultural and religious as well as political - behind historical development is
likely to make greater demands of you than were made at school. In addition
to these two outline papers you will study two ‘foundation’ papers. One
provides an introduction to the development of political theory through the
study of the works of four great European thinkers. The other isdesigned to
introduce you to aspects of the historian’s technique - either the use of
documentsto study aspecific topic or theinfluence of other disciplinesupon
the historian or the practice of history-writing in English or in a foreign
language.

The Programme Specifications for the undergraduate degree in Modern
History and Politics can be found on the Modern History Faculty website at
(http://www.history.ox.ac.uk) .The Programme Specificationsare primarily
intended to provide a formal statement of our syllabus aims and student
outcomes, in response to official requirements. The Specifications provide
some detail on the range of skills and capacities fostered by the Modern
History and Politics Degree which will be of use in justifying the study of
History and Politics to future employers, and will show you the kinds of
expectations that your tutors have of students undertaking the degree in
Modern History.
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2. The content of the course

The First-Y ear course comprises four papers and an I'T course and project:

1. History Period Paper: you may choose either one of seven periods of
the History of the British Isles or one of four periods of General History.
Both the British and the Genera History papers entail the study of extended
periods of time. The British papers am to encourage appreciation of the
underlying continuities as well as the dramatic discontinuities within each
period, and to explore the relation between political, economic, socia and
cultural developmentsin determining the paths followed by the societies of
Britain, severally and together. The General History papers, which
concentrate upon the history of Europe, are approached more thematically,
with an emphasis on the conceptual categories - of economy, culture, state
and religion - which enable us to understand both what European nations
have had in common and where they have differed;

2. Theories of the State: this paper introduces students to some of the
major influences upon the devel opment of western political thought, through
the study of key texts;

3. Documentary or Methodological Paper in Modern History: you
must choose one of the following:

(@) Quantification for Historians. acquiring and applying the
numerical skills needed for certain types of historical investigation;

(b) Optional Subject: offering a choice of 15 subjects, this paper is
based on the study of selected primary texts and documents, and providesthe
opportunity to engage with a range of more specialist approaches to
understanding the past;

(c) Approaches to History: studying the use by historians of the
techniques of related disciplines, such as archaeology, economics or
sociology;



(d) Historiography: Tacitus to Weber: examining the practice of
history writing through the writings of individual historians from the
classical period to the early twentieth century;

(e) Texts in a Foreign Language: studying one of a number of
historical classicsin the original language;

4. Introduction to Political Institutions. a paper examining the
development of politicsand political institutionsin five modern societies, of
which you are required to study three.

5. A courseof study in Information Technology: studying SPSS
(Statistical Package for the Social Sciences). Y our competence in thiswill
be assessed by a short project in Hilary Term.

For more detailed descriptions of each of these papers, and the severa
periods and subjects offered under their headings, see the following sections
3-6 of this Handbook.

The outline of the syllabusis set out in the Examination Regulations,
printed in the University’ s Examination Regulations (the‘ Grey Book’). Y ou
will have been issued with a copy of the Grey Book at the start of your first
year. Please note, though, that changes may be made to the Regulations after
the publication of the Grey Book. Any such changeswill be published inthe
University Gazette, and up-to-date versions of the Regulations and
regulations are maintained on the Modern History and the Politics websites.

In making their choices of period or subject in these four papers, students
should however be aware;

(i)  that for pedagogical or administrative reasons, some Colleges may
restrict the choice of their undergraduates in one or more of British
History, the Optional Subject and Approaches/Historiography;

(i)  thattheregulationsfor the Final Honour School of Modern History and
Politics(Years Two and Three) requirethat in the cour se of studying for
the Preliminary Examination and the Final Honour School the student
must choose at least one period of the History of the British Isles, and
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also that he or she must offer at least one paper - whether in General
History or in the History of the British Isles - covering a period before
the nineteenth century. They can of course be the same paper, i.e. any
of the first five British History papers. If you do not satisfy this
provision in Prelims, you will have to make sure that you do so in your
choice of Finals papers. The papers defined as covering a period
before the nineteenth century are as follows.

Preliminary Examination:
History of the British Isles | (¢.300-1087) - V (1685-1830)
General History | (370-900); 11 (1000-1300); and 111 (1400-1650)

Final Honour School:

History of the British Isles | (¢.300-1087) to V (1685-1830)
General History i (285-476) to x (1715-1799)

General History xv (History of the USA, 1600-1830)

(iii) that the regulations also stipulate that students who have studied
History of the British Isles VI, either for the Preliminary Examination
or for the Final Honour School, may not take the Politics Core’Subject
in British Politics and Government in the Twentieth Century (paper
202) in the Final Honour School. Students who have studied History of
theBritishIslesVI ineither Prelimsor in the Final Honours School and
who also take Palitics Paper 202 should avoid substantial duplication
in thelr answers.



3. The skillsrequired to study Modern History and Politics

To fulfill the aims of the First-Year course, you will need to develop a
number of practical skills.

Thefirst of theseisreading. Y ou will have had to read agood deal at school;
but you will almost certainly find from the very beginning that you are
expected to read much more, more quickly, at Oxford. The reading will
include various types of scholarly writing, but for most of the year two will
predominate: the monograph, which isawork of original research, and the
article, either from a learned journal or from a volume of edited papers.
Text-bookswill be recommended only for initial orientation: they cannot be
used asthe sole basis of undergraduate study in history or politicsat Oxford.
Where appropriate, the study of original texts or documents will also be
encouraged: for example, it is the priority in the paper on Theories of the
State and in the Optional Subject papers. To obtain the books recommended
toyou, you will need to familiarise yourself with the several librariesopento
you (see below, section 10: Libraries). You will also need to develop your
note-taking skills, learning to extract information from monographs, while
enabling yourself to recall the arguments which the author intended his
evidence to support. Similar skills are needed to obtain the full benefit of
lectures. If you already have the ability to read in one or more foreign
languages, it is highly desirable to keep this up.

Essay-writing requires a second set of skills. The good essay answers the
specific question which you have been asked. Itsfirst paragraph isthe most
important of all: this should identify the point of the question, open up its
implications, and outline the direction your answer will follow. (It need not
anticipate your answer.) Subsequent paragraphs should present the evidence
which you believe to be relevant to the answer, each paragraph addressing a
distinct point, but connecting progressively to the next. Y ou should aid the
reader with sign-posts to the direction the essay is taking, and never lose
sight of the argument you wish to develop. Thefinal paragraph should draw
together the threads of thisargument, not in the form of asimple summary of
what you have written, but to reach a conclusion which answersthe original
guestion. All of this requires careful preliminary planning; you cannot
simply write from scratch. An essay should be clearly and grammatically
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written, using appropriate concepts and technical terms, but free of
unnecessary jargon; elegance will only enhance the persuasiveness of your
argument. It should dependent too heavily on supporting ‘quotes’ from
authorities: it should state your own case directly. Above al, however, it
should answer the question asked.

Students are broadly encouraged to use word processors, though there are
arguments for and against. On the one hand it makes one's notes and essays
more ‘inviting’ to read later, and in writing an essay it becomes possible to
postpone commitment to all the stagesin an argument until the very end of
the essay-writing process. On the other hand thereis adanger of getting out
of practice in writing time-limited examinations, especially University
examinations, in which word-processors may not be used.

Discussion isthethird skill which you will be expected to cultivate. Having
written your essay, you will be expected to discuss it with your tutor and, if
there are more than one undergraduatesin thetutorial, or if itiswritten for a
class, with your fellow-students. Y ou need to be prepared to defend what
you have argued, but also to listen to suggestions, criticism and outright
disagreement, the better to amend your errors, improve your presentation,
and refine your argument in future essays. You will learn alot if you share
ideaswith fellow students, and if you chanceyour armintutorial discussion.

Remember that tutorials are not designed as a substitute for lectures, or for
accumulating information, but to develop articul ateness and the capacity to
think on one'sfeet, and to tackle specific difficulties and misunderstandings.
This means that note-taking, if it occursin atutorial at al, should be very
much incidental to the overriding dialogue.

4. The organisation of the syllabus, teaching and examining

How teaching and examining are organised in the First Year, and the
respectiveresponsibilities of the Modern History Faculty, the Department of
Politics and International Relations, and the Colleges, are now described in
more formal terms.
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(a) The syllabus for the First Year is determined by the Modern History
Faculty and the Department of Politics and International Relations, which
draw up the regulations governing the number and contents of the paperson
the syllabus and their examination. (Theregulations presently inforce have
been printed above, in Section 1 of this Handbook; more detailed
prescriptions for individual papers are given in subsequent sections.).

(b) Teaching is primarily in the form of tutorials and classes, whose
organisation is the responsibility of the Colleges. Anyone to whom you go
for tutorials or college classes counts as one of your tutors. Some will be
tutorial Fellows or Lecturers of your own college; some may be tutorial
Fellows or Lecturers of other colleges, or Research Fellows, or graduate
students. Theoverall responsibility for giving or arranging your tuition will
lie with tutorial Fellows or Lecturers of your own college. Behind them
stands the Senior Tutor, who must see that proper arrangements are made if
one of these people is absent through iliness or on leave.

Tuition for atermis normally arranged at the end of the preceding term; so
before going down each term you should make sure that you have received
reading guidance and the names of your tutors for all the work you will be
doing inthefollowing term. Sometutorsliketo seetheir pupilsat the end of
the preceding term to make detailed arrangements. Colleges have different
rules about when term “begins. Theofficial start is Sunday of First Week of
Full Term, but you will almost certainly be required back beforethen; and by
the Sunday you should not only know who your tutors for the term will be,
but also have met or corresponded with them, and have been set work and
assigned tutorial times.

Tutorials may consist of one, two (the most common size), three
or sometimesfour or five undergraduates and atutor; they last for
an hour. In the preceding week the tutor will have given the
undergraduate(s) an essay question and a list of recommended
reading. Undergraduates are normally asked to bring their essays
to the tutorial, where they will provide the starting-point for
discussion and criticism by the tutor and other participants:
however, some tutors may want work handed in beforehand. The
resulting opportunity for close discussion of the student'swork is
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central to the teaching of history and politics at Oxford. During
most of your course you will be working in both history and
politics at the same time, which will make special demands of
you: you will usually have more than one tutorial a week, for
instance, though you will not be expected to write more than
twelve tutorial essays aterm.

Classes (of six or more, but rarely above ten) are increasingly
used in the teaching of Genera History, Optional Subjects and
especially Approaches to History and Historiography. Like
tutorials, these normally require thewriting of an essay in advance
by participants; their larger sizeisintended to encouragetheart of
discussion in groups. Joint teaching sessions will be held for the
Politics I T course.

More information about how to get the most from tutorials and classesis
available from the Modern History Prelims handbook:
(http://www.history.ox.ac.uk/currentunder/prelims/index.htm)

Since they are the principal method of teaching, the tutorials or classes for
each paper should cover the main subjects on which the student islikely to be
examined. Within these limits, however, there is considerable scope for
choice. The tutoria system is nothing if not individualistic. Tutors
themselves have very different intellectual interests and teaching styles,
which shapetheir approach to the papers; but it isequally for undergraduates
to develop their own interests, and to participate actively in drawing up the
tutorial programme.

Note: while the variety of the tutorial is for students often one of
the most fertile and memorable features of Oxford, it can happen
that a student feelsthat the tutor's approach isincompatible with
the student'sown. In such casesthe student should not hesitateto
raisethe problemwith her or hisPersonal Tutor, another College
tutor, or the College's Senior Tutor, who will, if necessary,
arrange a change of tutor.

The Modern History Faculty and the Department of Politics and
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International Relations support the Colleges in teaching the syllabus by the
provision of lectures and bibliographies.

Lectures are provided for al the outline British and Genera History
papers in the Preliminary Examination, for the Introduction to Political
Institutions, for the great magjority of the Optional Subjects, and for the most
popular Approaches/Historiography/Foreign Texts papers. Their purposeis
to provide orientation in the content of the paper to which they are addressed,
and to give undergraduates the opportunity of direct acquaintance with
scholars whose own work will in many cases have shaped the way the
subject is now understood. But lectures are never a substitute for reading.
Lecture Lists are published at the start of each term, and are distributed to
undergraduates through their colleges. Lecture lists are available from the
University central website (http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/pubs). The mgority
of lectures are given in the Examination Schools; others take place in the
History Faculty, the Department of Politics and International Relations (the
building known until August 2000 as the Social Studies Faculty Centre), or
in Colleges.

Bibliographies are provided by the Modern History Faculty for all
British and General History papers and Optional Subjects, for Approaches,
Historiography, the main language Texts and Quantification. Those for the
Introduction to Political Institutions are provided by the Department of
Politicsand International Relations. These are made avail ableto tutors, who
may either issue them directly to undergraduates, or draw on them to issue
their own tutorial reading lists. Departmental reading lists for any Politics
papers can be downloaded by any Oxford student from the Department of
Politics and International Relations Website. Go to:
(http://www.politics.ox.ac.uk). and follow the instructions.

In addition to the organisation of tutorials and most classes, Colleges are
responsible for the collection and delivery of termly reports to
undergraduates on their work over the term: the reading of reports (an
occasion often known as ‘Collections’) provides an opportunity for the
student to discuss her or his progress with atutor or other College officer.
Colleges may also organise examinations (also known as ‘Collections) at the
start of the following term, providing students with the incentive to
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consolidate their previous term's work, and to practice their examination
technique.

In these ways the Colleges prepare undergraduates for their First Public
Examination by the University, which is called ‘Preliminary Examination’.

(c) The examination for Prelims is conducted by a Board of Examiners
nominated from among the members of the Modern History Faculty and the
Department of Politics and International Relations. The Examiners may be
assisted in the marking of particular papers by Assessors, who will in amost
al cases also be Faculty or Department members. The subjects of the
examination are prescribed by the Regulations, given above in Section 1 of
the Handbook. The method of examination in all four papers in the
Preliminary Examination is by three-hour unseen papers:. in British History,
General History, Introduction to Political Institutions, the Optional Subject,
Approaches to History and Historiography candidates are required to
complete answersto three questions; the requirementsvary in Foreign Texts
and Quantification. The examination takes place at theend of Trinity Term.
ThelT course, which takesplacein Hilary Term, is assessed separately from
the main examination, by the submission of ashort project by thefirst day of
Trinity Termin your First Y ear.

When planning your examination strategy, it is sensible to keep before your
mind the nature of the examination method which the University uses (the
conventional method in British higher education over the past two centuries).

If the examiners allowed you to set the questions, you could prepare good
answers in afew months; by setting the questions themselves, they ensure
that a candidate cannot be adequately prepared without study over thewhole
course. They will therefore not be interested in answers which in any way
are off the point, and they will severely penalise ‘short weight’ - too few
completed answers.

The examinersarelooking for your own ideasand analysis, and you must not
be shy of presenting them asyour own: whether you are conscious of having
inherited them from somebody else does not matter one way or the other.
When you have selected aquestion, work out what it means and decide what
you think isthe answer to it. Then, putting pen to paper, state
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theanswer and defend it; or, if you think thereisno answer, explain why not.

Abstain from presenting background material. Do not writetoo much: most
of those who run out of time have themselves to blame for being distracted
into irrelevance. Good examinees emerge from the examination room with
most of their knowledge undisplayed.

Where appropriate, more detailed indications of the contents of examination
papers are given with the course descriptionsin the following sections 3-6 of
the Handbook. The criteria and conventions governing the award of
distinction, pass or fail in Prelims are reviewed every year and, if available,
are described in Section 7.

5. Format of the Handbook

Three types of print are used in the Handbook

ordinary print isused for all descriptive material, including course
descriptions. Course descriptions are guides to the content of
courses, and do not have the status of examination regulations.

bold print is used for examination regulations, and for the
texts, documents or subjects which are prescribed for
individual papers, and which have the status of examination
regulation;

italicsare used to alert studentsto particular points of which they
should be aware.

6. Beyond Prelims

After Prelims, inyour Second and Third Y ears, you will go onto extend and
deepen your study of History and Politicsin the Final Honour School. You
will study up to two more periods of British or General History (the latter
divided now into 17 smaller periods, andincluding the History of the United
States and of Europe and the Wider World), and two of the five ‘core
subjectsin Politics. Comparative Government, Theory of Politics, Political
Sociology, British Politics and Government in the Twentieth Century, and
International Relations. More specialised optionsare availablein theform of
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the various Special and Further Subjects in Modern History and the ‘non-
core subjects in Palitics. You must also write a thesis on a topic of your
choice. Y ou can submit the thesisinstead of a second History outline paper,
or aHistory or Politics option, depending on whether you want to do athesis
in History or Palitics. Thelength of thethesis (12,000 or 15,000) will depend
on whether you do onein History or Politics. Full details can befound inthe
Modern History and Politics Second and Third Year Handbook.

The course for Prelims has been designed to provide an introduction to the
higher demands of studying history and politicsat thisUniversity. Applying
yourself to meet those demands from the beginning is the key to achieving
the best possible result at the end, in the Final Honour School.
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3. PAPER 1: HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ISLES or GENERAL
HISTORY

REGULATION
Paper |:

Either (a) any one of the periods in the History of the British Isles
specified for the Preliminary Examination in M oder n History or (b) any
oneof thefour periodsin General History specified for the Preliminary
Examination in Modern History. For the First or Second Public
Examination candidates are required to choose at least one paper -
whether in General History or theHistory of theBritish I les- covering
aperiod beforethenineteenth century. Thelist of paperssatisfyingthis
provision is given in the Handbook for Modern History and Palitics.
They are also required to choose at least one of the periods in The
History of the British Isles at some point in their course, for either the
First or the Second Public Examination. Candidates who take British
History paper VII for the Preliminary Examination or the Final Honour
School may not also take Politics core paper 202 for the Final Honour
School.

A.HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ISLES

INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF BRITISH HISTORY

Study of English History from the late Roman period has been central to the
Modern History School at Oxford since itsinception, and Oxford historians
have consistently been among the most distinguished inthefield, leading the
way by their research. Recently theinterests of the Faculty have broadened,
and now cover Welsh, Scottish and Irish history as well as English:
correspondingly the scope of the papers studied by undergraduates has
expanded to cover the History of the British Isles asawhole. The syllabus
now offers seven papersin British History, from which you may choose one
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in the Preliminary Examination and a further one or two more for the Final
Honour School (N.B. that you must study one British History paper at some
point in your course). In many, but not all, colleges this will be the first
paper you will study (for which reason it is almost certainly undesirable to
repeat aperiod you have studied at A Level). You should note, however, that
some colleges may restrict your choice at this stage.

The papers in British History are specifically designed as ‘outline’ papers.
This means that they are intended to give you an understanding of broad
developments within the period; and in examination you will be expected to
show an awareness of such developments. Within any given period
important individual events will of course continue to command attention:
but the great discontinuities in British History, the Norman Conquest, the
Reformation, the Civil Wars and the Republic, the Industrial Revolution, the
World Wars, are studied for their longer-term significance as much as for
themselves. The subject-matter of the papers is by no means restricted to
politics and affairs of state; social, economic, cultural and intellectua
developments may equally be studied. For many English history will remain
the primary focus of their studies; but students may chooseto devote some of
their essaysto developmentsin Welsh, Scottish and Irish history. At certain
timesin medieval and early modern periods, and increasingly in the modern
periods, a British perspective will be essential. Aslong asyou bear in mind
that you will need to demonstrate to the examiners that you can think in
terms of the period asawhole, thereis considerable scope for you to choose
the specific topics of your tutorial essays.

Tutorial study for this paper will build on the skillswhich you havelearntin
preparation for the outline paper in your A Level syllabus. But there will
also be critical differences. In particular, the British History papers are
intended to introduce you to the reading of scholarly monographs as the
principal basis for your weekly essays. Where textbooks synthesise the
findings of many scholars, monographs are written directly from the
evidence: in reading them it is for you to assess whether the evidence
referred to does in fact support the interpretation which the author places
uponit. Your weekly essay will typically be composed after reading several
such monographs and a number of supplementary articles. onthisbasisyou
will be expected to engage directly with the major interpretative issues
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related to the topic, to form your own conclusions rather than simply
reporting those of the historians.

L ecture courseswill be provided for each of the papersin Michaglmas Term.
There will be 16 lectures for each paper. The lecture courses have been
designed to provide an introduction to important aspects of each period, and
to offer the opportunity to listen to historians addressing subjects on which,
in many cases, they have themselves done original research. Thelecturesin
British History are not intended to be a comprehensive guide to the content
of the course or the examination paper, and are no substitute for tutorial
reading.

British History is assessed in the Preliminary Examination in a three-hour
unseen paper, which will contain about 20 questionsin each case. Y ou will
be required to complete answers to three questions. The wording of the
rubric at the head of the examination paper may differ between the seven
period papers, but in every case you will be expected to show understanding
of broad developmentsin the period, and are advised not to concentrate your
answers on only asmall part of the period.

The seven British History periods are as follows:

I ¢.300-1087
[ 1042-1330
[ 1330-1550
IV 1500-1700
V  1685-1830
VI 1815-1924
VIl Since 1900

Papers|-V inclusive satisfy the requirement that you must choose at least one
paper covering a period before the nineteenth century. For descriptions of
theindividual papers, see the Handbook for Modern History: the First Year

Notethat if you study Paper VII either in Prelimsor in Final Honour School
you will not be allowed to study the Politics paper (202) in British Politics
and Gover nment in the Twentieth Century. Thisis because of the substantial
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overlap between the papers, but you should be aware that they are not
identical. British History VII is concerned with issues of social, economic,
diplomatic and gender history as well as political history, whereas British
Politics and Government covers those areas only in so far as they bear on
political and administrative questions, and twentieth-century Britain. If you
areinterested in studying twentieth-century Britain you must decide which of
these papers better reflects your interests.

You are allowed to study Paper VI with British Politics and Government, as
the overlap between these two papersis much less significant. Note, though
that if you do study British History VI (either in Prelims or Finals), together
with British Politics and Gover nment, you should avoid substantial repetition
of material across the two papers.
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B. GENERAL HISTORY
INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF GENERAL HISTORY

General History, likeBritish History, isstudied in ‘outline’ papers, which are
designed to introduce you to long-term developments in one of four distinct
periods. The papers naturaly have a much wider geographical scope,
covering the whole of European history in each period. The approach to the
papers therefore differs from that adopted for British History in being more
thematic, requiring you to devote attention to the concepts which historians
use to study devel opments across anumber of societiessimultaneously. You
will be expected to consider how we should use concepts such as ‘state’,
‘economy’ ‘social structure’, ‘culture’ and ‘nation’ in different periods and
societies, and the ways in which they need to be refined to do justice to the
constant variety evident in the history of Europe’s peoples. Equally
important will be our understanding of changein the past: when and whether
it isappropriateto speak of ‘invasion’, ‘growth’, ‘reformation’ or ‘revolution’
are among the critical issues to be faced in these papers.

Each paper will be the subject of aseries of lectures, given thrice-weekly in
Hilary Term. The lectures for General History are intended to be more
indicative of the structure and content of the papers than those for British
History; and in many (though not all) collegesyour tutorial programme will
be related to that of the lectures. But the basis of your tutorial essays will
continue to be your own reading.

Given the wide, comparative scope of these papers, the recommended
reading islikely to combineintroductory or survey workswith a selection of
more specialised articles and monographs. You may find that there is
pressure on the availability of the most popular introductory works; but on
any topic the libraries will contain an enormous range of more specialised
workswhich will exemplify and enable you to study the theme of your essay
in specific, detailed circumstances.
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General History isexamined in athree-hour unseen paper. The questions, to
which you must complete three answers, will cover the period asawholeor a
large part of it; Paper I11 (but not the others) requires answers to questions
from separate sections.

(Candidateswill begiven awidechoiceof questionsrelatingtothemesin
the history of the period and they are advised not to concentrate
narrowly on a particular period or topic).

Paper I:  370-900: The Transformation of the Ancient World
Paper [1:  1000-1300: Medieval Christendom and its neighbours
Paper 111:  1400-1650: Renaissance, Recovery and Reform

Paper IV: 1815-1914: Society, Nation, and Empire

Papers | - Il will satisfy the requirement to choose a paper covering a
period before the nineteenth century.

For descriptions of the individual papers, see the Handbook for Modern
History: the First Year.
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4. PAPER 2: THEORIES OF THE STATE
REGULATION

Optional Subject 1, ‘Theoriesof the State (Aristotle, Hobbes, Rousseau,
Marx)’, as specified for Preliminary Examination in Modern History.

Note that although this paper isclassified asan ‘Optiona Subject’ inModern
History Preliminary Examination, it is a compulsory paper for Modern
History and Politics candidates.

Description

No understanding of Western history is complete without knowledge of the
ideas which have fundamentally shaped social and political life; anditisas
theories of the state that theseideas have been given their clearest expression.
Built upon such enduring, constantly reinterpreted concepts as justice and
liberty, authority and community, theories of the state have ranged far
beyond the institutions of government to consider the position and power of
the church, the role and responsibility of the individual, the interests and
conflicts of socia classes. This option provides the opportunity to study
these theories through reading works by four maor political thinkers,
Aristotle, Hobbes, Rousseau and Marx.

Inspired by a timeless conviction of the value of political life, Aristotle's
Politics provides a detailed account of the first and for long the model
European state form, the city republic of ancient Greece. Written in the
midst of civil war, Hobbes's Leviathan is not only a remarkable attempt to
construct a science of politics on an analysis of individual motivation; it is
also a classic of the English language, offering readers an unforgettable,
often provoking, experience of sustained, rigorous argument. Rousseau's
Social Contract, by contrast, isavision of what men might achievein politics
- and aradical critique of what they have been forced to put up with. Finally,
Marx's Communist Manifesto and other worksillustrate his pioneering theory
of the relation between the state, economic forces and class conflict, and his
hopes for acommunist revolution.
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The paper requires candidates to show knowledge of the prescribed texts of
at least three of these authors; making connections and drawing comparisons
between them will be encouraged. Y ou will have the advantage of working
with an unusually coherent and self-contained set of texts, and there will be
the opportunity both to place themin historical context and to consider their
subsequent relevance and lasting value. ‘Theories of the Stat€’ provides a
natural introduction to the Political Thought Further Subject in Schools, but
itsinterest and relevance go much wider: it will illuminate and enhance your
understanding of societies and statesin al periods.

Prescribed Texts
The following texts are prescribed for study. Candidates will be
required to show knowledge of the prescribed texts of at least three
authors.
Aristotle, Politics.
Hobbes, Leviathan, ‘The Introduction’, chaps. 11-30, and ‘A
Review and Conclusion’.
Rousseau, The Social Contract.
Marx, The Communist Manifesto; Critiqgue of the Gotha
Programme; The Eighteenth Brumaire; prefacetothe Critique
of Political Economy.
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5. PAPER 3: DOCUMENTARY OR METHODOLOGICAL PAPER
IN MODERN HISTORY

REGULATION

Paper [11: Either:
(@ Quantification in History;

Or (b) any one of the Optional Subjects specified for the
Preliminary Examination in Modern History except 1,
Theories of the State;

Or (c) Approachesto History;

Or (d) Historiography: Tacitusto Weber;

Or (e) any oneof the seven Foreign Texts.

A. QUANTIFICATION IN HISTORY.
Description

The course fallsinto two parts. The first aimsto provide an introduction to
elementary topics in univariate and bivariate descriptive statistics and
statistical inference, whilst the second consists of aseriesof classescovering
historical topics in which quantitative data or arguments have been
employed. The emphasis throughout is on understanding the uses and
limitations of quantification in the context of historical studies. No prior
knowledge of statisticsisassumed and ‘A’ level mathematicsisnot required.

Prescribed topics:
Candidates will be required to show understanding of the following
statistical methods:

The classification and arrangement of historical data (tables, charts,
graphs, histograms, etc.); summarizing historical facts (frequency
distributions, means, mediansand modes, measur esof dispersion); time
series analysis (growth rates, trends and cycles); sampling; tests of

significance (chi square, t-tests, etc.); connections between variables
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(correlation and linear regression); measures of inequality and
concentration; use of statistical packages; index numbers.

Candidates will also be required to comprehend and criticize the
application of these methods to political, social, and economic history.
Questionswill be set upon arangeof topicswithin thesebroad areasand
may be answered with referenceto any area or period.

Quantification is taught in a University class, which makes use of the
Modern History Faculty’s computing facilities. It is examined by a three-
hour unseen paper; adetailed indication of the subjects of theexaminationis
given in the entry for the paper below.

B. OPTIONAL SUBJECT IN MODERN HISTORY.

Any oneof an approved list of subjects, given below. Depending on the
availability of teaching resources, not all Optional Subjects will be
availableto candidatesin every year. Candidates may obtain details of
the choice of options for that year by consulting lists posted at the
beginning of the first week of Michaelmas Full Term in the Modern
History Faculty and circulated to Modern History Tutors.

[Option 1, Theories of the State, is a compulsory paper in Modern History
and Poalitics, and is described above] .

2. The Age of Bede c.660-c.740.

3. Early Gothic France ¢.1100-c.1150.

4. TheEnglish and Celtic Peoples, 1154-1216.

5. English Chivalry and the French War ¢.1330-¢.1400.

6. Gunpowder, Compass and Printing Press. Technology and
Society in Renaissance and Early Modern Europe.

7. Witch-craft and witch-hunting in early modern Europe.
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8. Nobility and Gentry in England 1560-1660.

9. Conquest and Colonization: Spain and Americain the Sixteenth
Century.

10. Culture, Society, and Paliticsin England 1700-1795.
11. Revolution and Empirein France, 1789-1815.

12. Theoriesof War and Peace in Europe 1890-1914.

13. Working-Class Lifeand Industrial Work ¢.1870-1914.

14. The World of Homer and Hesiod, as specified for Preliminary
Examination in Ancient and Modern History.

15. Augustan Rome, as specified for Preliminary Examination in
Ancient and Modern History.

The prescribed texts for each option are printed in the Handbook for
Modern History: the First Year. Candidates will be required to show
knowledge of these textsin their examination answers.

INTRODUCTION TO OPTIONAL SUBJECTS

The Optional Subjects are based on close study of selected primary texts or
documents, and offer an opportunity for more specialised study than is possiblein
the outline papers. They provide afirst indication of the range of the interests of
members of the Faculty, and are often taught by expertsin the particular field of the
subject. (Further such opportunitiesfor specialised study follow in the Further and
Special Subjectsinthe Final Honour School). Notethat some colleges may restrict
the choice of Optional Subjects.

28



Optional Subjectsaretaught in tutorialsand classes, normally in Trinity Term, and
amost al are provided with lecture courses. They are examined in three-hour
unseen papers, and you are required to complete three answers.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONSAND PRESCRIBED TEXTS

For these, see the Handbook for Modern History: thefirst year.

C APPROACHESTO HISTORY
Description

This paper introduces students to ways of looking at the past that will probably be
novel to them. The course explores both the strengths and the weaknesses of
looking at the past from the perspective of other intellectual disciplines, with their
varied methodologies and their different types of evidence (Anthropology;
Archaeology; Art History; Economics and Sociology). The paper also offers a
chanceto examinethe particular perspective on History offered by an awareness of
the role of Gender and gender difference, an approach that has been developed
powerfully in recent decades. Classes and tutorials are supported by a
comprehensive lecture-course which runs in the Michaelmas term. Students are
encouraged to attend lectures on all the different disciplines, since theseinclude a
number of overlapping themes and interests; in contrast tutorials normally
concentrate on only two or three of the disciplines. The study of each Approachis
organised around aseries of broad sub-topics which are described morefully below
and are supported by short bibliographies. However none of the reading is
prescribed and a course-tutor could perfectly well approach each subject with a
different set of examples, chosen from any period.

Prescribed topics

Thepaper isconcerned with thewaysin which thewriting of history hasbeen
influenced by other disciplines, methods and techniques. Candidates will be
required to show knowledge of at least two different ‘approaches out of the
six set out below. The sub-headings give guidanceto areasin which questions
will be set:
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Anthropology and History: Family and Kinship; Authority and Power;
Religion; Magic and Popular Culture; The Construction of History.

Archaeology and History: L andscape; Production and Exchange; Burial:
Belief and Social Status; The Built Environment: Form and Function.

Artand History: Creation and Consumption; Art and Palitics;, The Power
of Imagesand Waysof Seeing; Theldeaof theHistory of Art: Displaying,
Writing and Collecting.

Economicsand History: From Poverty to Mass Prosperity; The Spread of
Commer ce; Economics and Population Change; Economics and Social
Structure.

Gender and History: Family and Sexuality; Gender and Work; Gender,
Religion and Culture; Gender and Palitical Change.

Sociology and History: Sociological Techniques, Social Stratification;

Power and Authority; Sociology and Religion.

Approaches to History is normally taught in college classes; there are lecturesin
Michaelmas term. The examination is a three-hour unseen paper; candidates must

complete three answers.

D HISTORIOGRAPHY: TACITUSTO WEBER
Description

There are two routes commonly pursued in the study of historical writing and
method: first, study of the techniques which, as of today, we hold to be most
relevant, and secondly, the study of classic textsin Western historical writing.
This paper takes the second road, and the student may reasonably hope to be
exercised (or derive profit) in thefollowing areas:. 1. the close reading of texts
which really will bear close reading - reading being still the most fundamental
of al historical techniques;, 2. grasp of central problems in their broadest
outlines - such as the scope and proper subject matter of history: historical
objectivity: the interrelation of the author’s past and present concerns. the
relations of literature and history; and (not least) why we should bother with
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history at all; 3. the outlines of how the Western historical tradition hasevolved
in fact.

Prescribed Texts:

This paper isconcerned with important historians and their works.
Candidates will be required to show knowledge of at least three authors
and texts. Passages for comment will not be set.

(1) Tacitus, Annals, Bks1-1V; and Agricola (both availablein
Penguin edns.).
(i) St Augustine, The City of God, Bk V; Bk XI1, chs. 10-28; Bk

XV, chs. 4-17; Bk XVIII, chs. 1-27; Bk XIX, chs. 10-24
(availablein Penguin and Cambridge paper back edns.).

(iit) Machiavelli, Discourses, Bk |, Preface, chs. 1-6, 9-19, 25-27,
55-60; Bk I1, Preface, chs. 1-4,19-22, 28-30; Bk 111, chs. 1-9,
40, 43 (ed.J.& P. Bondanella, Oxford World Classics, 1997).

(iv) Gibbon, History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire, chs. 1-3, 9, 13-15, ‘General Observationson theFall
of the Roman Empire in the West’ (available in Penguin
and Everyman edns.).

(v) Ranke, The Secret of World History: Selected Writingson the
Art & Scienceof History, tr. R. Wines(New York, 1981), pp.
33-164; ‘A Dialogue on Palitics, in T.H. von Laue, Leopold
Ranke: the Formative Years (L ondon, 1950), pp. 152-80.

(vi) Macaulay, ‘Milton’ (1825), ‘History’ (1825), ‘Sir James
Macintosh’ (1835), ‘Ranke&’sHistory of the Popes (1840), in
his Essays; The History of England, Ch. X, final section
entitled ‘Peculiar Character of the English Revolution’
(availablein Everyman and several other edns.).

(vii) Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, tr.
Talcott Parsons (London, 1991), pp. 13-183; ‘Science as a
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Vocation’, tr. Michael John, in P. Lassman and |. Velody
(eds.), Max Weber 5 ‘Science as a Vocation’(L ondon, 1989),
pp. 3-31.

Historiography: Tacitusto Weber isnormally taught in college classes; there
are lectures in Michaelmas term. The examination is a three-hour unseen
paper; candidates must compl ete three answers.

E FOREIGN TEXTS

Prescribed Texts:

A paper based on a text or texts in one of the following languages:
Classical

Greek, Latin, French, German, Italian, Spanish, Russian. Candidates
will berequired to comment on passagesfrom thetexts, but trandations
will not be required.

Note: Students are advised that an existing reading knowledge of the
language is desirable. Opportunities to begin or improve a language are
provided by the University Language Centre (see below, ch. 12), but teaching
will not be specifically directed to learning these texts. Individual colleges
may be able to offer additional help. Some colleges may restrict their
under graduates’ choice of these papers.

(1) Herodotus, V. 26-VI1. 131, to be read in Greek, ed. C. Hude
(Oxford Classical Texts, 3rd edn., 1927).

(i) Einhard, VitaKaroli Magni Imperatoris, ed. L. Halphen (Paris,
1947), and Asser, De Rebus Gestis Aelfredi, ed. W. H. Stevenson
and revised by Dorothy Whitelock (Oxford, 1959), chaps. | to
contexitur, 10-25, 37-42, 73-81, 87-106 (excluding 106B).

(i)  Tocqueville, L ’Ancien Régime et la Révolution.

(iv)  Friedrich Meineckeand Eckart Kehr: Two viewsof the German
Sonderweg. Friedrich Meinecke, Die Deutsche Katastrophe:

Betrachtungen und Erinnerungen (Wiesbaden, 1949), pp. 5-86;
and Eckart Kehr,Der Primat der Innenpolitik: Gesammelte
Aufsatze zur preussisch-deutschen Sozialgeschichte im 19. und

20. Jahrhundert (Berlin, 1965), pp. 87-129, 149-83.
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(v) Machiavelli, Discorsi, Bk. I.

(vi) Juan Diaz del Moral, Historia de las agitaciones campesinas
andaluzas.

(vii)  Leon Trotsky, 1905, pp. 1-9, 17-245.

Foreign Texts are taught in classes or tutorials as appropriate. There are
lectures on Tocqueville and on Meinecke and K ehr; there may belectureson
the other textsif numbersjustify them. Thetextsare examined inthree-hour
unseen papers; candidates must comment on four short passages of the text,
and complete answers to two essay questions.

For descriptions of the individual texts see the Handbook for Modern
History: thefirst year.
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6. PAPER 4: INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS.

REGULATION: Candidateswill berequired toanswer threequestions
drawn from section (b) of the paper Introduction to Politics: TheTheory
and Practice of Democr acy asspecified for the Preliminary Examination
in Philosophy, Politics and Economics. Candidates must show
knowledgeof at least three of thefollowing political systems: the United
States of America; the United Kingdom; France; Ger many.

This paper focuses on the practice of democracy, and especialy its
institutions, processes and political outputs. It asks you to think about the
nature and functioning of institutions and rules in a liberal democracy; to
consider their amsand how well they realize them; and to identify the effects
they have on the design and implementation of public policies. This part of
the course also encourages you to consider the necessary and sufficient
conditions of democratic government and political stability. Thesequestions
may be approached both by the close study of four contemporary political
gystems (the United States of America; the United Kingdom; France;
Germany) and also by the comparative study of a range of countries.
Candidates must show knowledge of at least three of these political systems.
There will be arange of questions sufficiently broad to afford a reasonable
choice to candidates who have studied the topics “country by country”; to
those who have studied them comparatively; and those who have done
something of each. It is worth noting that this course is being taught and
examined for thefirst timein 2003-4. It has agreat deal in common with its
predecessor, but there are some important differences. Your tutors and
fellow-students should all be aware of these, but you should bear them in
mind asyou study, especially when, for example, looking at past examination
papers or old reading lists. The paper is section (b) of the paper:
“Introduction to Politics. The Theory and Practice of Democracy” as
specified for the Preliminary Examination for PPE. A sample examination
paper for this course is available on the PPE website, alongside the new
reading list.



7. 1T Project in Politics.

You are also required to pursue a one-day course of study in Information
Technology, and are required to submit an information technol ogy-based
project by the first day of the Trinity Full Term in which the rest of the
examination istaken. The courseis organised by the Department of Politics
and International Relationsand will be offeredin Hilary Termonly. Y ou will
be sent further details of the teaching arrangements by email before the start
of Hilary Term. Thisinformation will also be available on the Department of
Politics and International Relations website (http://www.politics.ox.ac.uk)
and will be sent to the Politics tutor at your College.

The course will introduce you to the stetistical analysis software SPSS, and
teach you to use it to manipulate and analyse datasets. You will then be
expected to use the software and a dataset with which you will be provided to
writeaword processed report, 10-15 pages|ong, which must include relevant
material from the output of SPSS.

Thedeadlinefor the submission of your Project isthefirst day of Trinity Full
Term. You will learnif your Project has passed by 4th Week of Trinity Term.
Two prizes of value £50 will be awarded to the students (from either PPE or
MHP) who submit thetwo best PoliticsI T projects. Any candidatewhofails
to submit a Project by the deadline, or whose project is deemed to be
unsatisfactory, will be alowed to resubmit the project once by the Monday of
theweek falling three weeks before First Week of the following Michaglmas
Full Term. It isnot agood ideato allow thisto happen, however, asthereis
no third opportunity to submit a Project and those who fail twice are deemed
to have failed the First Public Examination. Any questions about the IT
project which cannot otherwise be answered should be directed to the
Undergraduate Studies Secretary in the Department of Politics and
International Relations.
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8. THE EXAMINATION FOR THE
PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION:
Entry procedure, conduct of the examination, classification.

Entriesfor the Preliminary Examinationin Modern History and Politics must
be received before 12 noon on Friday, 5th March 2004. It isyour personal
responsibility to enter for University examinations, and if you enter, or
change your options, after the due date, you must pay alate fee and gain the
examiners consent. Entry is through colleges and the forms are kept in
college offices.

A month or two before Finals the examiners send a memorandum to all
candidates about the conduct of theexamination. At University examinations
you must wear academic dresswith ‘sub-fusc’ clothing. Academic dressisa
gown, and aregulation cap or mortar board (must be mortar board for men).
Sub-fusc clothing is: for women, a dark skirt or trousers, a white blouse,
black tie, black stockings and shoes, and, if desired, adark coat; for men, a
dark suit and socks, black shoes, a white bow tie, and plain white shirt and
collar.

There are specia University regulations on the typing of illegible scripts
(NB: ‘the cost of typing and invigilation shall not be a charge on university
funds’), on the use of typewriters in examinations, on blind candidates, on
Jewish candidates unable to take papers on certain days, on the use (where
permitted) of calculatorsin examinations, and on the use (where permitted)
of computersin examinations; see Examination Regulations. If your native
language is not English, you may request to use your own bilingual
dictionary during examinations. Therequest must go to the Proctorsthrough
your college, usually your Senior Tutor.

If you have any problems connected with University examinationswhich you
want to take further, never approach the examiners directly: aways
communicate through your Senior Tutor. This applies to complaints too
(although every student has a statutory right to consult the Proctors directly
on any matter at any timein their Oxford career).
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The Preliminary Examination is not a classified examination. Y ou can be
awarded adistinction, passor fail. To be awarded a pass, you must achievea
passin al papersof the Preliminary Examination. As2003-4 isthefirst year
in which Modern History and Politics is being examined in this way, the
criteriaand their numerical equivalents to distinguish between these grades
will be set during Michaelmas Term 2003 and will be available on the on-
line version of this handbook by the end of Michaelmas Term 2003:
http://www.history.ox.ac.uk/currentunder/prelims/politics/index.htm

Thelist of distinctions, passes and failsisissued as soon as the papers have
been marked and any discrepancies resolved. The examiners report your
marks to your college, which passes them on to you.

To enter for Finals you must have passed the Preliminary Examination or
some other First Public Examination. If you fail a paper or papers of the
Preliminary Examination you will need to resit this paper only/these papers
only in the September following the Preliminary Examination. Y our results
in your first-year examinations do not contribute to your Finals result.
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Criteria for marking examination questions in Modern History and
Politics

These criteriawill be used in marking all three-hour question papersin both
public examinations (Prelims, Schools), and in the marking of College
Collections.

The Preliminary Examination in Modern History and its Joint Schoolsisnot
classified. Itisdesigned to ensurethat students are sufficiently prepared to
proceed to the Honour s degreein the second and third years. Tothisend, all
four papers must receive marks of 40 or above (Honours standard). Any
paper on which a candidate receives a mark of less than 40 must be re-
taken. Candidate who receive appropriate marksat this second attempt may
remain on the Honours coursein Modern History. Candidates who do well
inthe Preliminary examination, achieving two First Class marksand a high
overall average mark on thefour papers, will be awarded Distinctions by the
Examiners.

Mark
band

Valuefor
Schools
classification

Description

70-85

Honours First

A script judged first-class will aways befelt to have
engaged closely with the questions, even if it
approaches them from an unanticipated angle. A first-
class mark may be awarded on more than one set of
criteria. The argument may be highly incisive, and
sophisticated. There may be awealth of information,
showing exceptional knowledge and understanding of
the issues involved. The approach may be original,
suggesting novel ways of considering the material or
issues. Many first-class scriptswill combine elements
of all three. First class scripts will combine elegance
and clarity of style, and cogency of organisation.

60-69

Honours

Work showing evidence of a good and well-based
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Upper Second
(2.0)

engagement with the questions. The scripts will
display agood command of the necessary amount of
information needed to sustain their arguments, and
good understanding of the relevant material. Essays
will be presented in aclearly-argued, well illustrated
and relevant fashion.

50-59

Honours
L ower Second

(2.ii)

Scripts awarded marks in this category will have
shown some evidence of intelligent preparation and
application, and will involve solidly competent work.
But scripts may lack focus on the exact questions set,
breadth of reference, or organisational skills that
might have secured 2.i marks. They may contain too
much indiscriminate information, or factual errors
and inaccuracies. Clumsy prose style, and errors of
syntax and spelling may also lead to a 2.ii mark.
Individual essaysthat are competent but pre-packaged
answersthat bear alimited relation to the question set
may also be given 2.ii marks.

40-49

Honours Third

Scripts awarded a third class mark will have
displayed a few of the qualities expected of a
successful Honours candidate, such as the ability to
see the point of a question, to deploy relevant
information, and to proceed through a structure of
reasoned argument to a coherent conclusion.
However, none of these qualities will be displayed
either consistently, or at aparticularly highlevel, and
the script may be marred by irrelevance, incoherence,
error, and poor presentation.

30-39

Pass Degree

A modicum of appropriate knowledge will be
displayed, but answerswill be marred by high levels
of factual error and irrelevance. Muddled ideas or
uncritical and superficial generalisation will detract
from the coherence and organisation of argument.
The writing will be weakened by errors of syntax or
vocabulary and by passages that degenerate into
incoherence.

Below 30

Fail

A script may fail for a number of reasons. The
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candidate may not observe the rubrics concerning the
number or type of questions to be taken. Answers
may be irrelevant, failing to engage with the
guestions set. Errors of fact — or a lack of specific
facts — may characterise the script. Presentation may
be of avery poor quality.

40




9. LIBRARIESAND MUSEUMS

The availability of books is supremely important, and undergraduates at
Oxford are fortunate in having access to libraries and museums of an
unrivalled scale and variety. The following libraries and museums are
particularly useful to undergraduate students of History and Politics:

1. TheHistory Faculty Library. Thisisdesigned particularly for serviceto
undergraduates: it provides reading rooms and lends books and it
holds multiple copies of popular works. It covers most subjects
available in the Modern History School.

Hours of opening:
Term: (Weeks0-9)  9am-7pm (Mon-Fri)

9am-12.30 (Sat)
Vacation: 9am-5.30pm (Mon-Fri)
(Closed August)
Librarian: Dr C. Skelton-Foord (2) 77263 (Faculty)

(2) 77294 (Bodleian)
Assistant Librarian: MsValerie Lawrence  (2) 77264

2. ThePalitics, International Relations, and Sociology Library. Located
on George Street is the main Politics Library for MHP and PPE
students and is therefore the principal lending library for politics. It
also holds poalitics periodicals and books on post-1945 British and
International history.

Tel: (2)78710

Hours of opening:
Term 9a.m.-7.00p.m.(Mon-Fri), 9.30a.m.-1.00p.m.(Sat)
Vacation: 9.am.-5.00p.m. (Mon-Fri)

Librarian: Ms Margaret Robb
Assistant Librarian: Ms Louise Clarke (2)78721
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3. TheBodleian Library. One of the greatest librariesin theworld, thisis
anational copyright library owned by the University. It does not lend
books, which must be consulted in the Library reading rooms. Thereis
alarge collection of booksfrequently used by undergraduate historians
on open shelves in the Radcliffe Camera (upper floor), and history
periodicals and reference works are also kept in the Upper Reading
Room of the Old Library. Booksand Periodicalson politicsare housed
in the PPE Reading Room of the New Bodleian Library (entrance in
Parks Road). Undergraduates may also order books which are kept in
the Library’s stacks: the Bodleian’s huge collections are particularly
useful for work on Further and Special Subjects in the second and
third year, and for independent research.

Opening Hours:
Radcliffe Camera: Term: 9am-10pm-(Mon-Fri),
9am-1pm (Sat)
Vacation: 9am-5pm-(Mon-Fri),
9am-1pm (Sat)

Old Bodleian:  Term: 9am-10pm (Mon-Fri), 9am-1pm (Sat)
Vacation: 9am-7pm (Mon-Fri), 9am-1pm (Sat)

4. CollegeLibraries. Each college hasitsown library, for use by members
of that college. These libraries contain good, sometimes excellent,
history collections, maintained primarily (but not exclusively) for
undergraduates. Access to and borrowing from college libraries is
normally restricted to members of the college only. Opening hoursare
determined by collegesindividually.

5. Specialised University Libraries. There are several other specialised
University libraries which undergraduates are encouraged to usefor
relevant books:

Ashmolean Western Art Library, in the Ashmolean Museum.

The Sackler Library, Ahsmolean Museum (History of Art)

The Taylorian Library, St Giles (for books in modern foreign
languages)

The Bodleian Japanese Library, at the Nissan Ingtitute of
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Japanese Studies, Winchester Road (St Antony’s College)
Thelndian Institute Library, at the top of the New Bodleian Library
(for South Asian history and Politics)
The Rhodes House Library, South Parks Road
(for American and Commonwealth History and Politics)
The Radcliffe Science Library, Parks Road (for the History of
Science)
The Rothermere American Institute (American History)

For details of opening hours, loan facilities, xerox and computing
provision, etc, for al these libraries refer to the PPE handbook, section on
‘Libraries’.

6. Museums. Oxford aso has outstanding museums, which are rich
resources for the study of the history of art, archaeology and visual
and materia culture. These include:

The Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont Street

The Pitt Rivers Museum, Parks Road

The Museum of the History of Science, Broad Street
Christ Church Picture Gallery, Christ Church

Opening hours are published by the individual institutions.
OLIS, the University's on-line library information system, contains
catalogues of many University and some college libraries. It is accessible

from any workstation on the University network.

University-wide library information is on the World Wide Web at
http://www.lib.ox.ac.uk/olig/
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10. ADMINISTRATION AND STUDENT REPRESENTATION.

1. TheModern History Faculty

The Modern History Faculty of the University of Oxford contains over 100
members, all active historians; it includes the great mgjority of those who are
involved in teaching undergraduates. Like that of the University at large, its
governmental structure is complex, ensuring a careful distribution of power. The
two principal decision-making bodies within the Faculty are:

The Faculty Meeting: meets termly, open to all member of the Faculty.
The Board of the Faculty: meetstwice per term; its members are elected from
the Faculty.

The Faculty Board has severa committees, of which those with particular
responsibilitiesfor undergraduate affairsare: the Teaching Committee; the L ectures
Committee; the Examinations Committee. Further detailsof the staff and officersin
Modern History can be found on the Faculty’'s website, at
http://www.history.ox.ac.uk.

2. The Department of Politicsand International Relations

The administration of Politicsin Oxford is the responsibility of the Department of
Politics and International Relations. Further details of staff in Politics, including
thelr research interests, are available on the web at: http://www.politics.ox.ac.uk

3. The Joint standing Committee for M odern History and Politics

Thisisacommittee made up of members of the teaching and administrative staff
of the Faculty of Modern History and the Department of Politics, and two
students members. It meets termly to deal with issues such as examinations
criteria, handbooks, prospectus, and changes to the syllabus. The current
Chairman is Dr John Davis at The Queen’s College. He is responsible for
Modern History and Politics across the University, and he will be happy to
attempt to answer any questions concerning the course which cannot be
answered by your college tutorsin either Modern History or Politics. Hisemail
address is john.davis@queens.ox.ac.uk.
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4. The Joint Consultative Committees

Consultation with studentsis an essential feature of Oxford University life. Y our
tutors, and others involved in the administration of the course, are anxious to
receive feedback concerning the operation of the course. Procedures exist
dready to gather feedback from lecture audiences. Undergraduate Joint
Consultative Committees, consisting of members elected by the students, exist
both for Modern History and for PPE Politics. There is aso a separate
Undergraduate Joint Consultative Committee for Modern History and Politics.
Its co-chairs describe itsrole as follow:

Like most other subjects Modern History and Politics has an Undergraduate
Joint Consultative Committee (UJCC), comprising of students like you, to
represent your views to the academics at University level who oversee what is
undeniably the best course in Oxford. If you discover a lecture clash, have
examination problems, or just have a great idea on how the course could be
improved, pleasetell us—that way we can help you to solve your problems, and
to improve the lot of those who follow after you.

However, the JCC is not entirely concerned with academic pursuits — we're
currently the only JCC we know of to run termly socials and other events,
allowing you to meet and get to know fellow HistPolists across the University
(and we do talk about things other than the subject by the way!). Thanksto its
size, our subject offers aunique and manageabl e opportunity to makefriendsin
other colleges early on, and all without a membership fee! Do try and make it
along to the specia eventswe' rearranging for Freshers. “Wehopeto seeyou all
there!”

Details of all three Joint Consultative Committees, with the names of current

student representatives, can be found on the relevant Faculty/Departmental
websites.
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5. The Modern History Faculty Office and the Department of Palitics
and International Relations

(i) The Modern History Faculty Officeis situated on the ground floor of the
Modern History Faculty. Itsstaff facilitate the administration and operation
of the Faculty’sbusinessin agreat variety of ways, including the servicing of
the Faculty Meeting, the Faculty Board and its Committees, and of Boards of
Examinersand Moderators; and the production of handbooks, bibliographies,
the Lecture List, seminar programmes and other circulars.

The present staff of the Modern History Faculty Office are:

Administrative Officer: Mrs S. Ling 77255
Miss S-J. White (Lectures) 77254
Miss . Moriceau (Examinations) 77256
Mrs S. Harris 77256

Undergraduates should not normally approach the Faculty Office with
individual enquiriesand requests, but should inthefirst instance direct these
through their College tutors, who are primarily responsible for the
organisation of their teaching, the distribution of bibliographies, etc.

The History Faculty Common Room is on the Ground Floor of the Modern
History Faculty Building. Coffeeand teaareavailable at advertisedtimesin
the morning and afternoon

(if) The Department of Politics and International Relations is located in
George Street, opposite the MGM cinema (entrance from New Inn Hall
Street). Onall visitsbring your University Card for entry and identification.
The Department isopen interm time from 09.00 to 19.00, Monday to Friday,
and also 09.30 to 13.00 on Saturdays; in vacation from 09.00 to 17.00,
Monday to Friday, except for about ten days at Christmas and Easter
(however, the Library remains open during most of the Easter break - see
below). It containsthe departmental Library, the Computing and Research
Support Unit, the Departmental  Office, a common room, alecture theatre,
two seminar rooms, and a computing room. Coffee may be purchased in the
Common Room from 10.30 to 11.30, and teafrom 15.30 to 16.30. Thereis
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a PPE and MHP Syllabus noticeboard near the General Office. The office
of the Administrator, Dr Bridget Taylor (tel. (2)88566), isnext to the General
Office.
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11. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES AND STUDENTS
WITH DISABILITIES

1. Equal Opportunities

The University has in place policies relating to equa opportunities,
harassment and disability which are kept under review. Details can befound
in the university prospectus, on the Oxford University website
(http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/eop/) and in the Proctors and Assessor's
Memorandum, a booklet which is given to all students on arrival.

2. Studentswith Disabilities

The Modern History Faculty and the Department of Politicsare committed to
ensuring that disabled students are not treated less favourably than other
students, and to provide reasonabl e adjustment to provision where disabled
students might otherwise be at a substantial disadvantage. For students who
have declared a disability on entry to the University, the
Faculties/Departments will have been informed if any special arrangements
have to be made. Students who think that adjustments in Faculty teaching,
learning facilities or assessment may need to be made should rai se the matter
first with their college tutor, who will ensure that the appropriate peoplein
the Facultiesareinformed. General advice about provision for studentswith
disabilities at Oxford University and how best to ensure that all appropriate
bodies are informed, can be found on the University’s Disability Services
website at http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/eop
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12. FEEDBACK AND COMPLAINTS PROCEDURES
1. Harassment

In common with other universities, Oxford regards harassment as
unacceptable behaviour and has introduced a Code of Practice designed to
protect its students, staff and other people for whom it has a specidl
responsibility. For purposes of this Code, harassment is regarded as
unwarranted behaviour which disruptsthework or reducesthe quality of life
of another person. Such harassment could involve asingle act or a series of
acts of bullying, verbal or physical abuse, ill-treatment, unwelcome sexual
advances; or otherwise creating or maintaining ahostile studying, working or
social environment.

TheUniversity’sCodeof Practice Relating to Harassment isreproduced
in Appendix B of Proctors and Assessor’sMemorandum, available also
on-line at (http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/proctors).

The Proctors appoint Senior Members to a University Advisory Panel on
harassment. Asexplainedinthe Code, these advisers may be approached by
any student or member of staff in the University suffering from harassment,
as defined in the Code. The Panel has aso prepared a pamphlet,
Harassment: what it is and how you can deal with it. Copies are available
from the Proctors’ Office, or from JCR Welfare Officers, or OUSU. Some
colleges have appointed special advisers or advisory panels to respond to
complaints of harassment. If your college has no special arrangements,
people you might approach within college could include the dean, tutor for
women, or chaplain.

Contact numbers:
The Proctors Office telephone: (2)70090
Advisory Panel on Harassment telephone: (2)70760

The Modern History Faculty and the Department of Politicsand International
Relations operate the University’s Code of Practice Relating to Harassment.
Details of this, and of the courses of action open to undergraduates, are
available from Colleges.
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The History Faculty advisers are:

Dr Jane Humphries (All Souls College)

(Michaelmas Term 2003) (2)79346
Dr Senia Paseta (St Hugh's College)

(Trinity and Hilary Terms 2004) (2)74942
Dr Nick Davidson (St Edmund Hall) (2)89128

The Department of Politics and International Relations advisers are:
Dr Elizabeth Frazer (New College) (2)79516
Dr Nicholas Owen (Queen’'s College) (2) 79175

Undergraduates who feel that they have been subject to harassment in a
Faculty or Departmental context may wish to contact one or other of the
above Advisers.

2. Complaints Procedures

The Department of Politics and International Relations has an internal
complaints procedure, designed to deal withindividual complaints promptly,
fairly and in confidence. Complaints relating to the teaching or
administration of Politics should normally be addressed in thefirst instance
either to Dr. Mark Philp, Head of the Department of Politics and
International Relations. Complaints in respect of harassment should be
addressed to Dr Elizabeth Frazer at New College or Dr Nicholas Owen at
The Queen’s College.

The Modern History Faculty also has an internal complaints procedure via
your college History tutor, college Senior Tutor and the Faculty Teaching
Committee. Full details of the procedure are in the Modern History First
Y ear Handbook
(http://www.history.ox.ac.uk/currentunder/prelims/modhist/index.htm)

Complaints in respect of harassment should be addressed to the Modern
History Faculty Advisors on Harassment listed above.

50


http://www.history.ox.ac.uk/currentunder/prelims/modhist/index.htm

In addition, at Oxford there are three officers called the Proctors and the
Assessor, who act as kinds of “independent ombudsmen” and provide a
gpecia forum for dealing with complaints. They have power to investigate
directly complaints from any member of the University and to take
appropriate measures to provide redress. Detalls can be found in the
Proctors and Assessor’'s Memorandum, which sets out complaints
procedures, equal opportunities policy, harassment, disability and other
welfare issues.

Finally, however, it isimportant to remember, in acollegiate University, that
even on matters relating exclusively to university teaching and examining,
your college tutor, or your college's senior tutor and its other officers
concerned with welfare, provide an immediate and well-informed source of
advice about the best procedure to adopt.

3. Student Feedback

Thefeedback which you provideto lecturersand tutorsisvaued and istaken
serioudly. It hasanimportant contribution to maketo maintaining the quality
of the education you receive at Oxford.

L ecture questionnaire formswill be provided for you to comment on each set
of lectures. They will be handed out by thelecturer towardsthe end of hisor
her set of lectures, and further copies will be available from Faculty or
Department. Completed formsmay either beleft for thelecturer at theend of
the lecture or sent to the Faculty or Department office. The results of the
guestionnaire are seen by the lecturer and al so by the appropriate Faculty and
Departmental Committees. They are responsible for ensuring that any
problems reported through the questionnaires are addressed. Questionnaires
for Modern History are also avail able to download from the M odern History
website at (http://www.history.ox.ac.uk).

Y ou will also be expected to provide feedback on tutorial teaching to your
college, although you will find that colleges may differ in thewaysin which
they provide for this.
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4. Changing Your Course

Do not seek to change course at the first sign of difficulty. All courses that
are worth anything bring the student up against obstacles, and your tutors
will guide you past them. Seek the advice of your tutorsat all timeswhenin
difficulty. Discuss problems also with your contemporaries; you are not in
competition with them, and you should get into the habit of helping and
being hel ped.

If you decideyou really do want to change, there are three bodieswhich must
approve: the University, your college, and those who are paying for you.

The University is unlikely to be a problem. There are no restrictions on
examination entry: provided that your college approves, you may be a
candidate in any part of the First Public Examination; and the condition for
entering for aFinal Honour School, besides college approval, isthat (if not
exempt) you should have passed some part of the First Public Examination -
any complete Prelims will do. However, a few departments, such as
Psychology, do have quotas for acceptance on to their courses.

Y our college has admitted you to read for a particular Honour School, or a
particular combination of First Public Examination plus Honour School.
Y ou cannot change without its permission, whichisliableto berefusedif the
‘receiving’ tutors think you unsuited to their course, or don't have room (in
some courses, e.g. Law and English, the teaching resources are often very
strained). If you wishto explorethe possibility of changing, thefirst ruleis,
‘Don't delay’ — you could belosing vital learning time. Talk to your current
tutorsor, if that isembarrassing, to your College Adviser or the Senior Tutor
or some other Fellow whom you know.

If you hold an award from your Local Education Authority, even if it isfor
fees only, you will need the authority's permission to change course, which
will be given only if backed with full college approval. Your Senior Tutor
will do the correspondence. Other awards, scholarships, sponsorship, €tc.
may be tied to a particular course. Again the Senior Tutor will help, once
your college has agreed to let you change.
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5. lllness

If illness seriously affects your academic work, make sure that your tutors
know thefact. If at all possible choose aFellow or Lecturer of your college
in whom to confide - otherwise it will be difficult for the college to help.
Help may involve: excusing you tutorialsfor abit; sending you home; asking
the University to grant you dispensation from that term'sresidence (to qualify
for the BA you must reside and study in Oxford for nineterms- or six if you
have Senior Status - and aterm for that purpose meansforty-two nights); or
permitting you to go out of residence for anumber of terms, with consequent
negotiations with your funding body.

If illnesshasinterfered with preparation for aUniversity examination, or has
affected you during the exam itself, your college must report the fact to the
Proctors, who will pass the information to your examiners ‘if, in their
opinion, itislikely to assist the examinersin the performance of their duties.’
Y our college also reportsto the Proctorsif illnessor disability has prevented
you from attending part of a University examination, or makes it desirable
that you should be examined in a specia place or at a special time. The
college officer concerned isthe Senior Tutor. Y ou, therefore, must deal with
your Senior Tutor, never directly with the examiners. Givethe Senior Tutor
as much notice as possible; in particular, examinations specially invigilated
in a special place (usually your college) take a lot of organising, and the
deadline for getting permission in respect of foreseeable problems such as
dyslexiais Second Week of the term of the examination. Probably you will
need amedical certificate; college doctors have the right University forms.

6. Financial Problems

Many colleges have funds available for hardship grants to their members.
Thereare aso two more general schemes. (1) Access Fundsare provided by
the state to give financial help to full-time ‘home’ undergraduates and
postgraduates where accessto higher or further education might beinhibited
by financial considerations, or where students, for whatever reasons,
including disabilities, facefinancial difficulties. Application should bemade
toyour college. (2) The University's Committee on Student Hardship makes
grants and loans for the relief of financial hardship, which must have been
unforeseeable at the time of admission. It meetsonce aterm, and application
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forms, which are held in your college office, must be completed and in the
hands of a designated college officer, probably the Senior Tutor, before a
designated time, probably in Fourth Week (First Week in Trinity Term).

Many colleges make grants to undergraduates for special purposes, such as
research travel.



13. FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Inthe First Y ear opportunitiesto read in aforeign language are provided by
the Language Texts in Paper 4 of the Preliminary Examination; and tutors
will be happy to recommend books in foreign languages for the outline
Genera History papers, the Introduction to Political Institutions paper and
the Optional Subjects.

In the Second and Third Y ears several Further and (particularly) Special
Subjectsin Modern History are based on texts and documentsin one or more
foreign languages and can only be taken by students with an adequate
reading knowledge of the language(s) in question. Without foreign
languages, therefore, a student’s choice of history papers will be restricted.

For those who wish to learn a new language, or improve their existing
language(s) the Univer sity Language Centre, 12 Woodstock Road, offers
students the following facilities, free of charge:

1. Taught Classes in general language, in French (3 levels), German (2
levels), Italian (3 levels), Spanish (2 levels), Russian (1 level) and Modern
Greek (2 levels).

2. Materials for Private Study: available in 80 languages; facilities for
viewing live TV by satellite in French, German, Italian and Russian.

Undergraduates should visit the Centre in Noughth Week [i.e. the week
before the start of Full Term] to obtain full information.

TheModern History Faculty has also Commissioned the Language Centreto
provide a course in Reading French for Historians, for students in their
second year. Detailsof thiswill be circulated to undergraduates at the end of
their first year through their College Tutorsin Modern History.
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14. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Computer skillsare always valuable and in some respects essential . You will
need to use IT during your course. Many tutors encourage students to
present at least some of their essays in word processed form. It is essential
that you use el ectronic mail asthiswill be used to communicate information
to you by faculty staff. Your college will supply you with an email account.
Your email addresswill be of the form:
firstname.lastname@college.oxford.ac.uk

Y our priority tasksduring thefirst year should be familiarising yourself with
electronic mail, developing your word-processing skills, and learning to use
OLIS to its full potential. Many students will already be familiar with
electronic mail and word processing; for those who are not the Oxford
University Computing Service (13, Banbury Road; tel. (2)83434; e-mail:
courses@oucs.ox.ac.uk; ask for leaflet LO5 for details) runs courses on
elementary word-processing, electronic mail for beginners, and computing
for theterrified. Information about these courses and registration details can
be obtained either from your college I T support service, from the reception
desk at OUCS, or on-line at http:/www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/courses. Thereisno
fee for attending any of these courses but a small charge is made for course
documentation. OUCS also hasthe LaRC (Learning and Resource Centre), a
supported working environment where you can teach yourself using avariety
of materials such as videos, computer-based materials, multimedia
courseware and books. Y ou can also study the OUCS courses in your own
time, and materialsfor the European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) are
available.

Y ou will be notified through your College of induction sessions run by the
Bodleian Library which offer an introduction to OLIS. It is important to
realise that OLIS can do more than provide details of the location of books:
you can use the subject keyword facility to generate your own bibliography.

The Oxford University Computing Services (OUCS) building at 13 Banbury
Road is open to non-keyholders Monday to Friday 08.30 - 22.00.
Undergraduates have access to courses on the use of the central computers
and personal computers, to the Learning and Resource Centre (Monday to
Friday 09.00 - 22.00), and to the Shop (Monday to Friday 09.15 (Thursday
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09.45) - 17.00); also, by application, to printers and software on the central
UNIX computers.  Further details may be obtained on-line at
http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/oxford/

The Department of Politicsand International Relations containsacomputing
room with fifteen PCs connected to the Internet. They have accessto awide
range of specialist social sciences research software, which undergraduates
may apply to use. Theroomismainly used for computer-based courses. The
Department al so housesthe Social Studies Computing and Research Support
Unit which provides computing, statistical and datasupport for social science
research; details are on line at http://www.politics.ox.ac.uk.

Many colleges have acomputer room, with softwarefor word-processing and
other applications, connections to the central University machines and the
Internet, and printers.

For those wishing for further information about electronic resources,
including guidance on navigating the internet, Jayne Plant in the Upper
Reading Room of the Radcliffe Camera (tel: (2)77200; e-mail:
jep@bodley.ox.ac.uk) will offer short training sessions for small groups at
your request.

There is aweb-based information service for Politics (and other PPE)
students which you are advised to use:
http://www.palitics.ox.ac.uk/teaching/. This contains information on,
amongst other things, the Lecture List, reading lists, recent finals papers
and examiners' reports; the JCC also has its own web page.

Students should be aware of the extensive networked databases offered
through OXLIP (access through machines in College Libraries and
Computing Rooms, Faculty Library, and Bodleian). Click ontitlelist for a
full list. Among the most useful isthe Royal Historical Society Bibliography
of works on the history of Britain, Ireland, and the British Overseas. This
database comprises 250,000 records (books, journal articles, and articlesin
books) searchable by subject matter and time period. Students may find it
useful for supplementing bibliographieson British history provided by tutors
or for checking referencesto articles. Other important networked resources
for historians include the Dictionary of National Biography (an updated
version, the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography isbeing published in
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September 2004), Historical Abstracts (summaries of many articles
searchable by subject aswell asauthor), the Bodleian pre-1920 catal ogue (for
earlier works, and probably particularly useful for those thinking of writing
dissertations), and the Bibliogragphy of Art History. Another useful resource
Is provided by the somewhat discouragingly entitted Web of Science
(formerly BIDS) which offers a high-level journal awareness service
including the opportunity to search for book reviews. Jayne Plant or the
Faculty Information Technology Officer will be able to assist you with
registration for this serviceif required.

Navigating theinternet for material useful can be adispiriting experience, but
there are some useful gateways which will take you to useful sites. Among
themost useful are NISS, HUMBUL and the Institute of Historical Research
in London. Students can access these from the History Faculty web-site
whichisto befound at (http://www.history.ox.ac.uk). It containslecturelists,
bibliographies, recent examination papers and examiners reports. The
Politicswebsite at (http://www.politics.ox.ac.uk/) also containslecturelists,
bibliographies, recent examination papers and examiners' reports.

The attention of undergraduates is drawn to the University Rules for
Computer Use, available on the University website at:
http://www.ox.ac.uk/it/rules
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