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ARISTOTLE 
 
The Text 
 
Set Text:  The Politics 
 
The best readily available edition is published by Cambridge (Texts in the History of 
Political Thought), ed. S. Everson, translation by Jowett, revised by J. Barnes, (1988, 
revised student edition: The Politics and the Constitution of Athens, 1996, pb.). 
 
Other convenient editions are: Penguin, revised edition by T.J. Saunders (1981); 
Everyman, ed. J. Warrington (1959); Chicago, ed. Carnes Lord (1985). 
 
A good, older translation is that of Jowett, ed. H.W.C. Davis, (Oxford 1905 and 
reprints: out of print, but may be found second hand).  It has the advantages of an 
analytical table of contents and an excellent index. 
 
A related text is:  The Nicomachean Ethics, transl. and ed. R. Crisp (Cambridge Texts 
in the History of Philosophy, 2000) or transl. and ed. T. Irwin (Hackett, 1985), both in 
pb.  Other editions are: Penguin, transl. J.A.K. Thompson, (1955); Everyman, transl. 
J. Warrington, (1963). 
 
The modern edition of all Aristotle’s works in translation is The Complete Works, ed. 
J. Barnes (2 volumes, Princeton 1984).  
 
 
Introductions 
 
Balot, R.K. Greek Political Thought (Oxford: Blackwell 2006, pb) 
 
Barnes, J. Aristotle (Past Masters, Oxford 1982 pb.) 
 
Kraut, R. Aristotle. Political Philosophy (2002) 
 
Lloyd, G.E.R. Aristotle:  the Growth and Structure of his Thought (Cambridge 

1968 pb.) 
 
Studies and Articles 
 
Barnes, J. (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Aristotle (Cambridge, 1995) 

[articles on all aspects of his thought, and a good bibliography] 
  
Berent, M. ‘Stasis, or the Greek invasion of politics’; History of Political 

Thought, XIX (1998) 
 
Finer, S.E. History of Government from the Earliest Times (Oxford, 1997), 

vol. I, pp. 316–82: ‘The first republic – the Greeks’ 
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Finley, M.I. ‘Aristotle and Economic Analysis’, Past and Present, no. 47, 
and in J. Barnes, ed., Articles on Aristotle. Vol. II: Ethics and 
Politics (London 1977) 

 
Frede, M. ‘Aristotle’s rationalism’ in M. Frede and G. Striker, eds., 

Rationality in Greek Thought (Oxford 1996, pb. 1999) 
 
Huxley, G. ‘On Aristotle’s Best State’, History of Political Thought, VI, 

(1985) 
 
Johnson, C. ‘Aristotle’s Polity:  Mixed or Middle Constitution’, History of 

Political Thought, IX (1988) 
 
Keyt, D. & Miller, F.D. (eds.), A Companion to Aristotle’s Politics (Blackwell, 1991) 

(articles new and reprinted plus bibliography) 
 
Lord, C. Education and Culture in the Political Thought of Aristotle 

(1982) 
 
Mayhew, R. ‘Aristotle on the self-sufficiency of the city’, History of 

Political Thought, XVI   (1995) 
 
Meikle, S. ‘Aristotle and the Political Economy of the Polis’, Journal of 

Hellenic Studies (1979).  Also in Keyt & Miller’s Companion. 
 
Miller, R.D. Nature, Justice and Rights in Aristotle’s Politics  (1995) 
 
Mulgan, R. ‘Aristotle and the political role of women’, History of Political 

Thought  xv, 2, (1994) 
 
Nussbaum, M. ‘Saving Aristotle’s Appearances’, in M. Nussbaum & M. 

Schofield, ed., Language and Logos (Cambridge 1982) 
 
Peonidis, F. ‘The relation between the Nicomachean Ethics and the Politics 

revisited’, History of Political Thought, XXII (Spring 2001) 
 
Pocock, J.G.A. The Machiavellian Moment (Princeton 1975), pp. 66–73 
 
Rahe, P.A. ‘The Primacy of Politics in Classical Greece’, American 

Historical Review, 89, (1984) 
 
Springborg, P. ‘The Primacy of the Political:  Rahe and the Myth of the Polis’ 

Political Studies 38,(1990)  
 
Wheeler, M. ‘Aristotle’s Analysis of Political Struggle’, in J. Barnes, ed., 

Articles on Aristotle, II on Plato 
 
Annas, J. An Introduction to Plato’s Republic (Oxford 1981) 
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THEORIES OF THE STATE 

 
HOBBES 

 
The Text 
 
Set Text:  Leviathan (1651)    The Introduction, chapters 11–30, ‘A Review and 
Conclusion’. 
 
The best edition is now that edited by Richard Tuck, and published in the Cambridge 
Texts in the History of Political Thought series (pb. 1991, revised student edition, 
1996). 
 
Other convenient editions are available in: Penguin, ed. C.B. Macpherson (1968); 
Everyman, ed. A.D. Lindsay & K.R. Minogue (1914 and 1973); World’s Classics, ed. 
J.C.A. Gaskin (1996). 
 
A related text is:  De Cive (1642): new edition by R. Tuck, Hobbes, On the Citizen 
(Cambridge, 1998), Cambridge Text Series; another by B. Gert, Thomas Hobbes, 
Man and Citizen (Anchor, New York 1972 pb.  repr. Hackett pb. 1991). Scholarly 
edition by  H. Warrender, (Clarendon Press, Oxford 1983) in two volumes, Latin and 
English  (but the English translation of 1651 is not by Hobbes). 
 
The standard edition of Hobbes’s Works is by Sir William Molesworth, English 
Works in 10 Volumes, Latin Works in 5 Volumes, (1839–45).   
 
There is an excellent edition of The Correspondence of Thomas Hobbes, ed. Noel 
Malcolm (2 vols, Oxford, 1994).  This reveals a great deal about Hobbes’s world and 
his intellectual connections. 
 
On Hobbes’s life:  John Aubrey, Brief Lives, ed. O.L. Dick, (Penguin 1972), ‘Thomas 
Hobbes’ 
 
 
Introductions 
 
Sorrell, T. The Cambridge Companion to Hobbes (Cambridge, 1996) 

[Good articles on the many aspects of Hobbes’ thought: see 
esp. those by Malcolm, Tuck, Ryan]. 

 
Tuck, R. Hobbes: (Past Masters, Oxford 1989.) 
 
Watkins, J.W.N. Hobbes’s System of Ideas (2nd ed., London 1973) 
 
Studies and Articles 
 
Gauthier, D.P. The Logic of Leviathan (Oxford 1969) esp. Parts iii–iv on 

Authorisation and Sovereignty 
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Gauthier, D.P. ‘Why ought one to obey God?  Reflections on Hobbes and 
Locke’, Canadian Journal of Philosophy, 7, (1977) 

 
Johnston, D. The Rhetoric of Leviathan (Princeton 1986 pb.) 
 
Macpherson, C.B. The Political Theory of Possessive Individualism (Oxford 

1962) 
 

 Malcolm, N. Aspects of Hobbes (2002), esp. 1. A Summary Biography; 5. 
Hobbes’s Science of Politics; 13. Hobbes’s Theory of 
International Relations 

 
Malcolm, N.  Reason of State, Propaganda, and the Thirty Years War. An 

unknown translation by Thomas Hobbes (Oxford 2007), Chs 1, 
6 

 
Pocock, J.G.A. Politics, Language and Time (London 1972), Ch. 5: ‘Time, 

History and Eschatology in the Thought of Thomas Hobbes’ 
 
Riley, P. Will and Political Legitimacy.  A Critical Exposition of Social 

Contract Theory (Cambridge, Mass. 1982), Ch.2: ‘Will and 
Legitimacy in the Philosophy of Hobbes’ 

 
Rogers, G.A.J. & Ryan, A. (ed.)  Perspectives on Thomas Hobbes (Oxford 1988)  
 

 Skinner, Q.R.D. Visions of Politics: Vol. III Hobbes and Civil Science (2002) 
 
*Skinner, Q.R.D. Hobbes and Republican Liberty (Cambridge, 2008 pb) 
 
Skinner, Q.R.D. ‘Hobbes and the purely artificial Person of the State’, Journal 

of Political Philosophy, 7, 1 (1999), pp. 1–29.  with a reply by 
 
Runciman, David ‘What kind of Person is Hobbes’s State?’ ibid. 8, 2 (2000) pp. 

268–78  
 
Sommerville, J.P. Thomas Hobbes Political Ideas in Historical Context (London 

1992 pb.) 
 
Sorell, T. & Foisneau, L. (eds)Leviathan after 350 Years (Oxford 2004) esp. articles   

by Hoekstra, Foisneau, Tuck, Malcolm (also in Aspects of 
Hobbes, Ch 12) 

 
*Springborg, P. (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Hobbes’s Leviathan (Cambridge 

2007 pb)  New articles on all four sections of Leviathan and its 
reception 

 
Thomas, K.V. ‘The Social Origins of Hobbes’s Political Thought’, in K.C. 

Brown, ed., Hobbes Studies (Oxford 1965) 
 
Wootton, D. Divine Right and Democracy (Penguin 1986 pb.) Introduction 
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THEORIES OF THE STATE 

 
ROUSSEAU 

 
1. The Text 
 
Set Text:  The Social Contract (1762) 
 
There is a good new edition by Victor Gourevitch in the Cambridge Texts Series: The 
Social Contract and other later political writings (1997) 
 
Other convenient editions: Penguin, transl. M. Cranston (1968); Everyman, transl. 
G.D.H. Cole, revised by  J.H. Brumfitt & J.C. Hall (1973), re-issued with an 
introduction by Alan Ryan (1993). 
 
But it is preferable to read it in the original French.  There are several French 
paperback editions, for example in the series Classiques Garnier and Idées Gallimard.  
There is a scholarly edition by R. Grimsley, (Oxford 1972). 
 
A closely related text is: Discourse on the Origin of Inequality Among Men  
(‘The Second Discourse’) (1755).  Now also available in a Cambridge Texts volume,  

edited by Victor Gourevitch, The Discourses and other early 
political writings (1997) 

 
Also in: Penguin, transl. M. Cranston (1984); Everyman, transl. Cole, Brumfitt & Hall 
(1973 & 1993) (the same volume as the Social Contract). 
 
It is printed in French in several paperback editions, often with the Contrat Social 
 
The best edition of all Rousseau’s political writings is the Pléiade:  J.-J. Rousseau, 
Oeuvres Complètes, III, Du Contrat Social; Écrits Politiques, (Bibliothèque de la 
Pléiade, Gallimard,  Paris 1975) 
 
 
Introductions 
 
Dent, N.J.H. Rousseau: an introduction to his psychological, social and 

political theory (Oxford 1988 pb.) 
 
Grimsley, R. The Philosophy of Rousseau (Opus, Oxford 1973 pb). 
 
Hall, J.C. Rousseau: an introduction to his political philosophy (1993) 
 
Wokler, R. Rousseau (Past Masters, Oxford 1995) [the best short 

introduction] 
 
Studies and Articles 
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Berlin, I. Four Essays on Liberty (Oxford 1969), ch. 3: ‘Two Concepts of 
Liberty’ 

 
Cassirer, E. The Question of Jean-Jacques Rousseau (New York 1954) 
 
Cranston, M. Jean-Jacques.  The Early Life and Work of Jean-Jacques 

Rousseau 1712–1754 (London 1983); The Noble Savage: 
   Jean-Jacques Rousseau 1754–1762 (1991); The Solitary Self: 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau in Exile and Adversity (1997) 
 
Goldie, M. & Wokler, R. (eds), TheCambridge History of Eighteenth-Century 
  Political Thought (Cambridge 2006):  
  12: Riley on Social Contract Theory;  
  20: Fetscher on Republicanism and Popular Sovereignty 
 
Mason, J.H. ‘Individuals in Society, Rousseau’s Republican Vision’, 

History of Political Thought, X, 1989 
 
Keohane, N.O. Philosophy and the State in France.  The Renaissance to the 

Enlightenment (Princeton 1980), ch. 15 
 
McManners, J. ‘The Social Contract and Rousseau’s Revolt against Society’, 

in M. Cranston & R. Peters, eds. Hobbes and Rousseau (New 
York 1972) 

 
Masters, R.D. The Political Philosophy of Rousseau (Princeton 1968) 
 
Riley, P. Will and Political Legitimacy (Cambridge, Mass. 1982) ch. 4: 

‘A Possible Explanation of Rousseau’s General Will’ 
 
Riley, P. The Cambridge Companion to Rousseau (Cambridge, 2001) 

[ch. by Brooke; but most contributions are not introductory] 
 
Rosenblatt, H. Rousseau in Geneva. From the First Discourse to the Social 

Contract (Cambridge, 1997) 
 
Shklar, J.N. Men and Citizens.  A Study of Rousseau’s Social Theory 

(Cambridge 1969, pb. 1985) 
 
Viroli, M. ‘The Concept of Ordre and the language of Classical 

Republicanism in J-J. Rousseau’, in A. Pagden, ed., The 
Languages of Political Theory in Early Modern Europe 
(Cambridge 1987) 
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MARX 
 
The Texts 
 
Set Texts: The Communist Manifesto (1848) 

 The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Napoleon (1852) 
The Preface to A Critique of Political Economy (1859) 
The Critique of the Gotha Programme (1875) 

 
These are all included in:   
 
Marx and Engels,  Selected Works in One Volume, (Lawrence & Wishart, London 

1968 repr. 1991 pb.). 
 
With the exception of the Preface to a Critique of Political Economy, they are also in 
the relevant volumes of The Penguin Marx, The Political Writings: 

               Vol. 1 The Revolutions of 1848 (1973):  The Communist 
Manifesto 

               Vol. 2  Surveys from Exile (1973):  The Eighteenth Brumaire 
               Vol. 3 The First International and After (1974):  The Critique 

of the Gotha Programme 
 

 There is also a new edition of: 
The Communist Manifesto, with a lengthy historical 
introduction and notes by Gareth Stedman Jones, again in 
Penguin (2002) 

 
The standard English edition of the works of Marx and Engels is  

Karl Marx and Frederick Engels:  The Collected Works 
(Lawrence & Wishart, Moscow & London 1975– ). 

 
 
Introductions 
 
Berlin, I. Karl Marx (4th ed., Oxford 1982 pb.) 
 
Bottomore, T. (ed.) A Dictionary of Marxist Thought (Blackwell, Oxford 1983, 2nd 

revised edn. 1991, pb.) 
 
Elster, J. An Introduction to Karl Marx (Cambridge 1986 pb.) 
 
Wilson, E. To the Finland Station (New York 1940, repr. in Fontana pb.) 
 
 
Studies and Articles 
 
Avineri, S. The Social and Political Thought of Karl Marx  (Cambridge 

1968) 
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Blackledge, P., Reflections on the Marxist Theory of History (Manchester 

2006) 
 
Bottomore, T. (ed.) Interpretations of Marx  (Blackwell, Oxford 1988 pb.) [Articles 

by prominent Marxists and others] 
 
Carver T. Marx’s Social Theory  (Opus, Oxford 1982) 
 
Carver T. (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Marx  (Cambridge 1991) 
 
Cohen, G.A. Karl Marx’s Theory of History: a Defence (Oxford, 1978) 
 
Cunliffe J. ‘Marx, Engels and the Party’, History of Political Thought, II,  

(1981) 
 
Gilbert, A.N. Marx’s Politics: Communists and Citizens (Oxford, 1981). 
 
Jessop, B. & Malcolm-Brown, C. (eds), Karl Marx’s Social and Political Thought: 

Critical Assessments, 4 vols (London 1990) [collection of 
articles on Marx; includes Levin, below] 

 
Katz, C. ‘The Greek Matrix of Marx’s critique of political economy’, 

History of Political Thought, xv, 2 (1994) 
 
Kliman, A. Reclaiming Marx’s Capital: a refutation of the myth of 

inconsistency (Lanham, Maryland 2007) 
 
Kolakowski, L. Main Currents of Marxism, Vol. I The Founders (Oxford 1978) 
 
Lekas, P. Marx on Classical Antiquity (Brighton 1988) 
 
Lenin, V.I. The State and Revolution (1918; many English editions, 

including Lawrence & Wishart) 
 
Levin, M. ‘Marx and Working-Class Consciousness’, History of Political 

Thought, I, (1980) also in Jessop & Malcom-Brown (eds) 
above 

 
Lukacs, G. History and Class Consciousness (London 1971) ‘What is 

Orthodox Marxism?’, ‘Class Consciousness’ 
 
Lukes, S. Marxism and Morality (Oxford, 1987) 
 
Maguire, J.M. Marx’s Theory of Politics (Cambridge, 1978) 
 
O’Malley, J. Karl Marx, Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right 

(Cambridge 1970)  Introduction 


