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VICTORIA COUNTY HISTORY – BIBLIOGRAPHY – SOURCES FOR LOCAL 
HISTORY 
 
Look at one or two of the general books, read one of the classic local studies for inspiration & 
then turn to a more detailed section of your choice  
 
1.  GENERAL 
 

*D. Hey ( ed).,  The Oxford Companion to Local & Family History (1996) 
(entries on archive sources & references to related secondary literature)  
 
H.C. Darby,  A Domesday Geography of England (regional series) 
 
H.C. Darby,  A New Historical Geography of England (series) 
 
A.M. Everitt,   Landscape & Community in England (Hambledon, London 1985) 
 
W.G. Hoskins,  The Making of the English Landscape (1955 & numerous edns.) 
 
W.G. Hoskins,  Local History in England (1959, 3rd edn. 1984) 
 
W.G. Hoskins,  Fieldwork in Local History (Faber, London 1967) 
 
E.L.C. Mullins,  Analytical Catalogue of English Record Societies (rev. edn. Chadwyck 

Healey, Cambridge 1982) ('Texts & Calendars')  
 
R. B. Pugh,  How to Write a Parish History (6th edn. George Allen & Unwin, 

London 1954) 
 
P. Riden,   Local History: A Handbook for Beginners (2nd edn. Batsford, London 
1983)  
 
A. Rogers,   Approaches to Local History (1972, 2nd edn. 1977) 
 
K. Tiller,   English Local History:  an Introduction (2nd edn. Sutton, Gloucester 
2002) 
 
 
Classic Local Studies 
 
H.J. Dyos,  Victorian Suburb:  A Study in the Growth of Camberwell (Leicester 

U.P. 1961) 
 
N. Cooper,   Aynho:  A Northamptonshire Village (Banbury 1984) 
 
P.D.A Harvey,  A Medieval Oxfordshire Village:  Cuxham 1240–1400 (Oxford U.P. 
1965) 
 
W.G. Hoskins, The Midland Peasant:  The Economic & Social History of a 

Leicestershire Village (Macmillan, London 1957) 
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M. Spufford,  Contrasting Communities: English Villagers in the 16th & 17th 
Centuries (Cambridge U.P. 1974, repr. 1979) 

Guides to Sources 
 
J.R.Baker,   Legal Records & the Historian (Royal Historical Soc. London 1978) 
 
C.R.J. Currie and C.P. Lewis (eds.), English County Histories:  A Guide (Sutton, Gloucester 
1994) 
 
E. Ekwall,  The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-names (Clarendon,  

Oxford 1936) 
 
P. Hindle,   Maps for Local History (London 1988) 
 
W. B. Stephens,  Sources for English Local History (Cambridge U.P. 1981) 
 
R.L.Storey and M. Beresford, A Short Introduction to Wills (Phillimore, Canterbury 1966) 
 
 
 
2.  MANORS & LANDHOLDING 
 
Guides to Sources 
 
A.A. Dibben,   Title Deeds (Historical Association, London 1971) 
 
P.D.A. Harvey,  Manorial Records (Brit. Rec. Asscn., London 1984) 
 
N. J. Hone,   The Manor & Manorial Records (London 1906) 
 
D. Stuart,  Manorial Records:  An Introduction to their Transcription & 

Translation (Phillimore, Chichester 1982) 
 
 
Primary Sources 
 
Manorial Records of Cuxham, Oxfordshire c. 1200–1359, ed. P.D.A. Harvey (Hist. 

Manuscripts Commission/Oxfordshire Rec. Soc. 1976) 
 
 
 
3.  ECONOMIC HISTORY 
 
Guides to Sources 
 
R.J.P. Kain & H.C. Prime, The Tithe Surveys of England & Wales (Cambridge 1985) 
 
G. Ottley,   A Bibliography of Railway History (rev. edn. 1998) & Supplements 
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F.W. Steer,  Farm & Cottage Inventories of Mid-Essex 1635-1749 (2nd edn. 
Phillimore, London 1969) 

 
W.E. Tate,   A Domesday of English Enclosure Acts & Awards (Reading 1978) 
 
Primary Sources 
 
William Cobbett,  Rural Rides (Penguin Classics) (19th-century Britain) 
 
Daniel Defoe,  A Tour through the whole Island of Great Britain (Penguin Classics) 

(17th-century Britain) 
 
L. Levy,   Wages & Earnings of the Working Classes (1885) 
 
A. Young,   General Views of Agriculture (1743–6, 1805–17) (county series) 
 
 
Rural Life – Secondary Sources 
 

The Agrarian History of England & Wales, 8 vols. [available in Upper 
Camera] 

 
A. Armstrong,  Farm Workers:  A Social & Economic History 1770–1980 (London 
1988) 
 
C. Dyer,  Making a Living in the Middle Ages:  The People of Britain 850–1520 

(Yale U.P. 2002) 
 
P. Horn,   Labouring Life in the Victorian Countryside (Sutton, Gloucester 1976, 
1987) 
 
D.R. Mills,   Lord & Peasant in 19th-Century Britain (Croom Helm, London 1980) 
 
G.E. Mingay,   Parliamentary Enclosure in England 1750–1850 (Longman, London 
1997) 
 
G.E. Mingay,   Land & Society in England 1750–1980 (Longman, London 1994) 
 
G.E. Mingay,   Rural Life in Victorian Britain (Sutton, Gloucester 1976, 1990) 
 
G.E. Mingay (ed.),  The Victorian Countryside, 2 vols. (London 1981) 
 
R. Samuel (ed.),  Village Life & Labour (London 1975) 
 
J. Thirsk,   The Rural Economy in England:  Collected Essays (1984) 
 
K. Wrightson,  Earthly Necessities:  Economic Lives in Early Modern Britain 

(Penguin 2000) 
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Urban Life – Secondary Sources 
 

The Cambridge Urban History, 3 vols. [available in Bodleian Map 
Room] 

 
T.C. Barker, R.H. Campbell and P. Mathias, Business History (Historical Association, 

London 1960) 
 
P. Clark & P. Slack (eds.), English Towns in Transition 1500–1700 (Oxford U.P. 1976) 
 
P.J. Corfield,   The Impact of English Towns 1700–1800 (Oxford U.P. 1982) 
 
H.J. Dyos,  British Transport:  An Economic Survey from the 17th to 20th 

Centuries (Penguin 1974) 
 
H.J. Dyos (ed.),  The Study of Urban History (repr. Edward Arnold, London 1976) 
 
H.J. Dyos & M. Wolff, The Victorian City:  Images & Realities, 2 vols. (Routledge, London 

1998) 
 
W.G. Hoskins,  Industry, Trade & People in Exeter 1688–1800 (1935) 
 
P. Joyce,  Work, Society & Politics:  the Culture of the Factory in Later 

Victorian England (Methuen, England 1982) 
 
S. Porter, Exploring Urban History:  Sources for Local Historians (Batsford 

London 1990) 
 
F.M.L. Thompson (ed.), The Rise of Suburbia (Leicester 1982) 
 
G. Unwin,   The Gilds & Companies of London (London 1908) 
 
C. Walford,   Fairs Past & Present (London 1883) 
 
P.J. Waller,   Town, City & Nation:  England 1850–1914 (Oxford U.P. 1983) 
 
 
4.  SOCIAL HISTORY (see also economic section) 
 
Guides to Sources 
 
E. Higgs,   Making Sense of the Census (H.M.S.O., London 1989) 
 
 
Primary Sources 
 
County Directories – published by the Post Office, Kellys, & other companies from early 
1800s 
 
Richard Gough,  The History of Myddle (various edns.) (17th century rural life) 
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Flora Thompson,  Lark Rise to Candleford (Penguin) (19th & early 20th century rural 
life) 
 
 
Secondary Sources 
 

Cambridge Social History of Britain, 3 vols. ed. F.M.L. Thompson 
(Cambridge U.P. 1990) 

 
M. Anderson,   Family Structure in 19th Century Lancashire (Cambridge U.P. 1977) 
 
J. Walvin,   Leisure & Society 1830–1950 (Longman, London 1978) 
 
J. Walvin,   Victorian Values (london 1987, 1988) 
 
K. Wrightson,   English Society 1580–1680 (London 1982) 
 
 
 
5.  EDUCATION 
 
Guides to Sources 
 
J.S. Purvis,   Educational Records (York 1959) 
 
W.B. Stevens,  Materials for the Local & Regional Study of Schooling 1700–1900 

(British Record Asscn. London 1987) 
 
J. Stuart-Maclure,  Educational Documents:  England & Wales 1816 to the Present 

(Methuen, London 1965, repr. 1974) 
 
 
Secondary Sources 
 
B. Gardner,   The Public Schools:  An Historical Survey (London 1973) 
 
P. Horn,   Education in Rural England 1800 –1914 (Gill & Macmillan, Dublin 
1978) 
 
P. Horn,   The Victorian & Edwardian Schoolchild (Sutton, Gloucester 1989) 
 
J.S. Hunt,   Elementary Schooling & the Working Classes 1860 –1918 (London 
1989) 
 
H.M. Jewell,   Education in Early Modern England (Macmillan, Basingstoke 1998) 
 
T. Laqueur,  Religion & Respectability:  Sunday Schools & Working Class Culture 

1780– 1850 (New Haven, Conn. 1976) 
 
J. Lawson & H. Silver, A Social History of Education in England (Methuen 1973) 
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6.  POVERTY, CHARITY & POOR LAW 
 
Guides to Sources 
 
A. Reid,  The Union Workhouse: A Study Guide for Teachers & Local 

Historians (Chichester 1994) 
 
 
Secondary Sources 
 
J. F. Pound,   Poverty & Vagrancy in Tudor England (Longman London 1971) 
 
J.D. Marshall,   The Old Poor Law 1795–1834 (Papermac 1968) 
 
F.D. Roberts,   Victorian Origins of the Welfare State (Newhaven 1960) 
 
P. Slack,   The English Poor Law 1531–1782 (London 1990) 
 
G, Taylor,   The Problem of Poverty 1660 - 1834 (Longman, London 1970) 
 
P. Wood,   Poverty & the Workhouse in Victorian Britain (Gloucester 1991) 
 
 
7.  RELIGIOUS HISTORY 
 
Guides to Sources 
 
J.C.Cox,   Churchwardens' Accounts (1913) 
 
D.M. Owen,  The Records of the Established Church in England (British Rec. 

Asscn. London 1970) 
 
D.M. Owen,  Ely Records:  A Handlist of the Records of the Bishop & Archdeacon 

of Ely (Cambridge 1971) 
 
J.S. Purvis,   An Introduction to Ecclesiastical Records (London 1953) 
 
J.S. Purvis,   Dictionary of Ecclesiastical Terms (Nelson, London 1962) 
 
J.S. Purvis,   Tudor Parish Documents of the Diocese of York (1948) 
 
Archives of Religious & Ecclesiastical Bodies & Organisations other than the Church of 

England (British Records Association Report, 1936)  
 
 
Secondary Sources 
 
V.R. Bainbridge, Gilds in the Medieval Countryside:  Social & Religious Change in 

Cambridgeshire c. 1350-1558 (Boydell, Woodbridge 1996) 
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J.H. Betty,  Church & Parish: An Introduction for Local Historians (Batsford, 
London 1987) 

 
J. Bossy,   The English Catholic Community 1570–1850 (London 1975)  
 
E. Duffy,  The Stripping of the Altars: Traditional Religion in England c. 400–

1580 (Yale U.P. 1992) 
 
E. Duffy,  The Voices of Morebath: Reformation & Rebellion in an English 

Village (Yale U.P. 2001) 
 
H. Davies,   The English Free Churches (1952) 
 
J.R.H. Moorman,  A History of the Church in England (1953 & subsequent edns.) 
 
 
8.  LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
 
Guides to Sources 
 
F.G. Emmison,  Essex Parish Records 1240–1894 (2nd. Edn. Essex Record Office, 

Chelmsford 1966) 
 
F.G. Emmison and I. Gray, County Records (rev. edn. 1961) 
 
J.F.C. Hearnsham,  Municipal Records (S.P.C.K. London 1918) 
 
W.E. Tate,   The Parish Chest (3rd edn. Cambridge U.P. 1974) 
 
 
Primary Sources 
 

Poll Books, printed lists of voters for pre-1832 Parliamentary elections 
 
John Howard,   The State of the Prisons in England & Wales (1777, 2nd edn. 1780) 
 
  
Secondary Sources 
 
J.S. Cockburn,  A History of the English Assizes 1558–1714 (Cambridge U.P. 1972) 
 
J.P. Dawson,   A History of Lay Judges (Cambridge, Mass. 1960) 
 
D. Eastwood,  Government & Community in the English Provinces 1700–1870 

(Macmillan, Basingstoke 1997) 
 
E.A.L. Moir,   The Justices of the Peace (Pelican 1969) 
 
J. Sharpe,  Crime in 17th Century England (Cambridge U.P. 1983) 
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S. & B. Webb,  English Local Government, 10 Vols. (1906–1929) 
 
 
 
9.  ARCHITECTURE & THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT 
 

Department of Environment Historic Buildings Lists kept by County 
Councils 

 
The Buildings of England, ed. N. Pevsner & others (county series) 

 
M.W. Barley,   The English Farmhouse & Cottage (rev. edn. Sutton, Gloucester 1987) 
 
J.H. Betty,  The English Parish Church & the Local Community (Historical Asscn. 

London 1985) 
 
M. Girouard,   Life in the English Country House (Penguin 1980) 
 
S. Jenkins,   England's 1000 Best Churches (1999) 
 
S. Jenkins,   England's 1000 Best Houses (2003) 
 
J. Jones,  How to Record Graveyards (2nd edn. British Council for Archaeology, 

London 1979) 
 
D. Knoop,  The Medieval Mason:  An Economic History of English Stone 

Buildings in the Later Middle Ages & Early Modern Times (3rd rev. 
edn. Manchester U.P. 1967) 

 
 
10. LANGUAGES, PALAEOGRAPHY & DATING  
(standard reference works available in archives & record offices)  
 
C.R. Cheney,  Handbook of Dates for Students of English History (Royal Historical 

soc. London 1961) 
 
E. Gooder,   Latin for Local History (2nd edn. Longman, London 1961) 
 
L.C. Hector,  The Handwriting of English Documents ( 2nd. Edn. 1966, Facsimile 

Kohler & Coombes, Dorking 1980) 
 
R.E. Latham,   Revised Medieval Latin Wordlist (London, British Academy 1965)  
 
J. Mountford (ed.),  Kennedy's Revised Latin Primer (Longman, London 1962) 
 
R. Milward,  A Glossary of Household, Farming & Trade Terms from Probate 

Inventories (Derbyshire Record Soc. Occasional Paper 1, Chesterfield 
1977) 
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F.M. Powicke and E.B. Fryde, Handbook of British Chronology (2nd. edn. Royal Historical 
Society, London 1961) 

 
J.F. Preston & L. Yeandle, English Handwriting 1400–1650 (New York 1992) 
 
C. Trice Martin,  The Record Interpreter (2nd. Edn. 1910, Facsimile Phillimore, 

Chichester 1982) 
 
 
 
Virginia Bainbridge & Robert Peberdy, Assistant Editors, VCH Oxfordshire, 2004 


