
Example #1: The Paxton Boys, 1763-4 
 
 

Remonstrance of the Distressed and Bleeding Frontier 
Inhabitants of the Province, 

 
 
“WE Matthew Smith and James Gibson, in behalf of ourselves 
and His Majesty’s faithful and loyal Subjects, the Inhabitants of 
the Frontier Counties of Lancaster, York, Cumberland, Berks, 
and Northhampton, humbly beg leave to remonstrate and to lay 
before you the following Grievances, which we submit to your 
Wisdom for Redress... 
 
“First. We apprehend that as Freemen and English Subjects, we 
have an indisputable Title to the same Privileges & immunities 
with His Majesty's other Subjects who reside in the interior 
Counties of Philadelphia, Chester, and Bucks, and therefore 
ought not to be excluded from an equal share with them in the 
very important Privilege of Legislation… 
 
“Secondly. We understand that a Bill is now before the House of 
Assembly, wherein it is provided that such Persons as shall be 
charged with killing any Indians in Lancaster County, shall not 
be tried in the County where the Fact was committed, but in the 
Counties of Philadelphia, Chester, or Bucks. This is manifestly 
to deprive British Subjects of their known Privileges… 
 
“Thirdly. During the late and present Indian War, the Frontiers 
of this Province have been repeatedly attacked and ravaged by 
Skulking parties of the Indians, who have with the most Savage 
Cruelty murdered Men, Women, and Children without 
distinction, and have reduced near a thousand Families to the 
most extream distress.” 


