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Reading List: Nationalism, Politics and Culture in Ireland, c.1870-1922  
This is divided into themes. Set texts are followed by further reading suggestions, both 
primary and secondary which are also arranged thematically. You should also consult the 
preliminary reading guide which was handed out during the Michaelmas lecture series. 
Journals which should be canvassed include: Irish Historical Studies, Irish Economic and 
Social History and History Ireland.  
Set Texts:  

 
1: The Fenian Tradition  
John O’Leary, Recollections of Fenians and Fenianism, London, 1896; (Irish  
University Press facsimile reprint, 1968), vol. ii, chapters i-x, 62 pp.  
John Mitchel, Jail Journal, New York, 1854, chs. i and v, 30 pp.  
William O’Brien, ‘Was Fenianism Ever Formidable?’, Contemporary Review, lxxi,  
1897, 13 pp.  
 

2: Early Home Rule  
Samuel Ferguson, ‘A Dialogue Between the Head and Heart of an Irish Protestant’,  
Dublin University Magazine, 1833, 9 pp (reprinted in The Field Day Anthology of  
Irish Writing,i,pp 1177-1185).  
Proceedings of the Home Rule Conference held at Dublin on 18th, 19th 20rh and 2l  
November, 1873 ... , Dublin, 1874, pp. 4-37, 33 pp.  
Isaac Butt’s Speech Proposing Home Rule, 30 June, 1874, Hansard iii, vol. 220, 700-  
717,9pp.  
 

3: Parnell and the Land Question  
Michael Davitt, The Fall of Fcudalism in Ireland, London, 1904; ‘The New Departure’, 
pp. 104-137; ‘Parnell in America’, pp. 193-225; ‘Phoenix Park Murders’, pp. 346-364; 
‘Parnellism’, pp. 63 5-659, 107 pp.  
‘The New Departure’ as printed in the New York Herald, 26 October, 1879 (reprinted in A. 
C. Hepburn (ed.), The Conflict of Nationality in Modern Ireland: Documents of Modern 
Irish History, London, 1980, pp. 4 1-2; 2 pp.  
Anna Parnell, The Tale of a Great Sham, ed. Dana Hearne, Dublin, 1980, 148 pp. Report 
of the Special Commission, 1888, appointed to inquire into charges and allegations 
made against certain Members of Parliament in 0 ‘Donnell vs Walter, H.C., 1890, 
[c.589l], xxvii, p. 1-119, 119 pp.  
C. S. Parnell’s speech at Cork, 21 January 1885 (Freeman ‘s Journal, 22 January, 1885) 
and Wicklow, 5 October, 1885 (ibid. 6 October, 1885); in E. Curtis and R. B. McDowell 
(eds.), Irish Historical Documents, 1172-1922, London, 1943, pp. 282-8 7, 5 pp.  
 

4: Unionism and Nationalism from the 1880s  
T. K. MacKnight, Ulster As It Is, Belfast, 1893, vol. ii, chs. u-vu, 126 pp.  
‘An Ulster Presbyterian’, Ulster and Home Rule, Belfast, 1886, 23 pp.  
Lord Randolph Churchill’s speech at Belfast, 23 February, 1886, in L. J. Jennings  
(ed.), Speeches of the rt. hon. Lord Randolph Churchill, 1889, vol. ii, pp. 1-14, 14 pp.  
Reports from Commissioners, Inspectors and others ... Disturbances in the City of  
Londonderry, H. C., 1884 {c.3954], xxxviii, pp. 5 17-26, 10 pp.  
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Report ... Belfast Riots Commission, H. C., 1887, [c.4925], xviii, pp. 1-23, 23 pp; (both are 
in the Irish Academic Press edition of nineteenth-century parliamentary papers, ‘Civil 
Disorder’ series, vol. 8).  
J. S. Mill, England and Ireland, London, 1868, 41 pp.  
W. E. Gladstone, ‘The Irish Question, 1886’ in Special Aspects of the Irish Question:  
a Series of Reflections in and after 1886, London, 1892, Pp. 1-56, 55 pp.  
W. E. Gladstone, speech introducing the First Home Rule Bill, 8 April, 1886,  
Hansard iii, vol. 304 1036 if; reprinted in A. Tilney Bassett, Gladstone: Speeches,  
Descriptive Index and Bibliography, London, 1916, pp. 601- 44, 43 pp.  
A. V. Dicey, England’s Case Against Home Rule, London., 1886, chs. ii, iv and vii,  
(reprinted 1986), 200 pp.  
 

5: The ‘New Nationalism’  
Standish O’Grady, ‘The Great Enchantment’ in Selected Essays, Dublin, 1915, pp.  
174-87, 13 pp.  
W. B. Yeats, ‘Ireland and the Arts’, United Irishman, 31 August, 1904, 10 pp  
(reprinted in Essays and Introductions, London, 1961, pp. 25 0-60.  
W. B. Yeats, ‘The Celtic Element in Literature’, Essays and Introductions, London,  
1961, pp. 213-21, 9 pp.  
Cathleen ni Houlihan in Plays and Controversies, London, 1927, pp. 1-18 18 pp (also  
in Collected Plays).  
John Eglinton, ‘What Should Be the Subject of a National Drama?’ and ‘National  
Drama and Contemporary Life’ and W. B. Yeats, ‘A Note on National Drama’, in  
Literary Ideals in Ireland, Dublin, 1899, 21 pp (reprinted).  
Douglas Hyde, ‘The Necessity of De-Anglicising Ireland’ in Sir C. G. Duffy et a!.,  
The Revival of Irish Literature, London, 1894, pp. 117-61 45 pp (long extract in The  
Field Day Anthology).  
 

6: Radical Politics in the early 1900s  
Arthur Griffith, The Resurrection of Hungary: a Parallelfor Ireland, Dublin, 1904, pp. 
75-95, 139-63 45 pp (long extract in The Field Day Anthology).  
Horace Plunkett, Ireland in the New Century, London, 1904, chs. ii, iv, epilogue, 98 pp 
(reprinted 1987).  
W. B. Yeats, ‘J. M. Synge and the Ireland of His Time’, 1910, 40 pp; (reprinted in The 
Cutting of an Agate and Essays, pp. 3 85-425).  
 

7: The Crisis of 1910-1916  
‘An Ulster Presbyterian’, Ulster On Its Own: or an easy way with Ireland, being a 
proposal of self-government for the jive counties round Lough Neagh, Belfast, 1912, 14 
pp.  
F. S. Oliver, What Federalism Is Not, London, 1914, 120 pp.  
James Connolly, The Reconquest of Ireland, Dublin, 1915, 68 pp.  
P. H. Pearse, Political Writings and Speeches (Collected Writings), Dublin, 1920-25, vol. 
v; ‘Ghosts’, pp. 223-55; ‘The Separatist Idea’, pp. 261-193; ‘The Spiritual Nation’, pp. 299-
334; ‘The Sovereign People’, pp. 335-72, 136 pp.  
Proclamation of the Irish republic, 24 April, 1916 (A. O’Day and J. Stevenson (eds.), Irish 
Historical Documents since 1800, Dublin, 1992, pp. 160-61, 2 pp.  
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W. B. Yeats, ‘Easter 1916’ in Michael Robartes and the Dancer, London, 1921 2 pp. (also 
in Collected Poems).  

8: Revolution and ‘Settlement’  
Aodh de Blacam, What Sinn Fein Stands For. The Irish Republican Movement in  
History, Aims and Ideals, Examined as to their Sign ,ficance to the World, Dublin,  
1921; ‘Gaelic Social Ideals’, pp. 149-213; ‘The Ulster Question’, pp. 2 14-25; ‘The  
Spiritual Aspect of Sinn Fein’, pp. 225-47, 97 pp.  
M. Moynihan (ed.), Speeches and Statements by Eamon de Valera, 191 7-1973,  
Dublin, 1980; ‘Speech at East Clare’, pp. 1-6; ‘The New Sinn Fein’, pp. 8-12;  
“Appeal to the USA”: Ireland’s Right to Nationhood’, pp. 36-46; ‘Sinn Fein ArdFheis 
1921: the Basis for Negotiation’, pp.74-8; 25 pp.  
‘Articles of Agreement for a Treaty between Great Britain and Ireland’, 6 December,  
1921, in O’Day and Stevenson, pp. 174-9; 5 pp.  
Dail Eireann Official Report: Debate on the Treaty between Great Britain and Ireland,  
Dublin, 1922; Griffith, de Valera, Stack, Collins and Childers, pp. 20-8; O’Kelly, pp.  
30-40 and 64-6; MacSwiney, pp. 102-26; McEntee, pp. 152-58; Markiewicz, pp. 180-  
86; Mellowes, pp. 227-34; Fitzgerald, pp. 234-36; Brugha, pp. 325-34.  
 

The following is a list of desirable (not compulsory) primary further reading and 
includes fiction, polemic, letters and memoirs:  

 
John Devoy, Recollections of an Irish Rebel, London, 1929.  
W. O’Brien and D. Ryan (eds.), Devoy’s Post Bag, 1871-1928, Dublin, 1948.  
George Moore, A Drama in Muslin, London, 1886.  
D. P. Moran, The Philosophy of Irish Ireland, Dublin, 1905.  
Peadar O’Leary, My Own Story, Dublin, 1915  
James Stephens, The Insurrection in Dublin, Dublin, 1916.  
Thomas MacDonagh, Literature in Ireland: Studies Irish and Anglo-Irish, London,  
1916.  
George Birmingham, An Irishman Looks at his World, London, 1919.  
Eimar O’Duffy, The Wasted Island, London, 1919  
M. O’Riordan, Catholicity and Progress, London, 1906.  
E. Roper (ed.), The Prison Letters of Countess Markiewicz, London, 1934.  
Frank O’Connor, Guests of the Nation, London, 1913.  
F. Hackett, The Green Lion: A Novel of Youth, London, 1936.  
C. S. Andrews, Dublin Made Me, Dublin and Cork, 1979.  
Ernie O’Malley, On Another Man ‘s Wound, London, 1936.  
Desmond Ryan, Remembering Sion, London, 1934.  
Maud Gonne, A Servant of the Queen, Dublin, 1939.  
S. Paseta and T. Kettle, Open Secret of Ireland, Dublin, 2006 

Mary Colum, Life and the Dream, Dublin, 1966.  
W. B. Yeats, Autobiographies, London, 1955.  
J. S. Kelly (ed.), The Collected Letters of W. B. Yeats, Oxford, 1986, 1994.  
J. P. Frayne (ed.), Uncollected Prose by W. B. Yeats, London, 1970 
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Michael Hopkinson (ed.), The Last Days of Dublin Castle: the diaries of Mark Sturgis 
(Dublin, 1999) 

  
The following are useful collections of documents:  
E. Curtis and R. B. McDowell (eds.), Irish Historical Documents, 1172-1922, 
London, 1943.  

A .C. Hepburn (ed.), The Conflict of Nationality in Modern Ireland: Documents of  
Modern History, London, 1980.  
M. Luddy, Women in Ireland, 1800-1918: A Documentary History, Cork, 1995.  
Alan O’Day and John Stevenson (eds.), Irish Historical Documents since 1800,  
Dublin, 1992.  

 

Secondary texts: 

General texts: 

F.S.L.Lyons, Ireland since the Famine (London, 1971) 

Oliver MacDonagh, States of Mind: a study of Anglo-Irish conflict (London, 1983) 

Charles Townshend, Political Violence in Ireland: government and resistance since 
1848 (Oxford, 1983) 

Alvin Jackson, Ireland 1798-1998 (Oxford, 1999) 

R.F.Foster, Modern Ireland 1600-1972 (London, 1988) 

Nicholas Mansergh, The Irish Question 1840-1921 (London, 1975) 

W.E.Vaughan (ed.), A New History of Ireland vol v part I1 (Oxford, 1996) 

Tom Garvin, The Evolution of Nationalist Politics (Dublin, 1981) 

Richard English, Irish Freedom: a history of Irish Nationalism (London, 2006) 

D.G.Boyce (ed.), The Revolution in Ireland 1879-1923 (London, 1988) 

Patrick O’Farrell, Ireland and England since 1800 (Oxford, 1970) 

R.V.Comerford,  Inventing the nation: Ireland (London, 2003) 

Ian McBride (ed.), History and memory in Modern Ireland (Cambridge, 2001), 
Introduction 

Themes: 
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Titles are not repeated from section to section, but some clearly are relevant 
under more than one heading 

1 The Fenian Tradition 

Leon O Broin, Revolutionary Underground: the story of the IRB 1858-1924 (Dublin, 
1976) 

R.V.Comerford, The Fenians in Context: Irish politics and society 1848-1882 
(Dublin, 1982) 

J. McConnell, The Black Hand of Republicanism: the Fenians and History (Dublin, 
2009) 

Owen McGee, The IRB: the Irish Republican Brotherhood from the Land League to 
Sinn Fein (Dublin, 2005) 

T.W.Moody, The Fenian Movement (Dublin, 1968) and the opening chapters of his 
Davitt and Irish Revolution 1846-1882 (Oxford, 1981) 

Matthew Kelly, ‘Dublin Fenianism in the 1880s: “The Irish Culture of the Future”?’, 
Historical Journal 43, 3 (2000) 

Shin-ichi Takagami, ‘The Fenian Rising in Dublin, March 1867, Irish Historical 
Studies, xxix, 115 (May 1995) 

2 Home Rule 

Philip Bull, ‘Isaac Butt British liberalism and an alternative nationalist tradition’ in D. 
G. Boyce and Roger Swift, Roger (ed.), Problems and perspectives in Irish history 
since 1800 (2004) 
 
Alvin Jackson, Home Rule: an Irish history 1800-2000 (London, 2003) 

Alan O’Day, Irish Home Rule 1867-1921 (Manchester, 1998) 

Jolhn Kendle, Ireland and the Federal Solution (Kingston, 1989) 

D.G.Boyce and Alan O’Day (eds.), Defenders of the Union (London, 2001), 
especially for Joseph Spence’s essay on Butt 

James Loughlin, ‘The Irish Protestant Home Rule Association’ in Irish Historical 
Studies xxiv no.95 (May 1985) 

David Thornley, Isaac Butt and Home Rule (London, 1964) 

W.J.McCormack, ‘Isaac Butt and the inner failure of protestant Home Rule in Ciaran 
Brady (ed.), Worsted in the Game: losers in Irish history (Dublin, 1989) 
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3. Parnell and the Land Question 

F.S.L.Lyons, Charles Stewart Parnell (London, 1977) 

Paul Bew, C.S.Parnell (Dublin, 1980) 

D.McCartney(ed.), Parnell and the politics of power (Dublin, 1991) 

D.G.Boyce and Alan O’Day (eds.), Parnell  in Perspective (Dublin, 1991) 

Conor Cruise O’Brien, Parnell and his Party 1880-1890(London, 1968) 

Philip Bull, Land, Politics and Nationalism: a study of the Irish land question 
(Dublin, 1996) 

Donald Jordan, Land and Popular Politics in Ireland (Cambridge, 1994) 

Paul Bew, Land and the National Question in Ireland 1858-1882 (Dublin, 1978) 

W.E.Vaughan, Landlords and tenants in Ireland 1848-1904 (Dublin, 1984) 

Stephen Ball, ‘Crowd activity during the Irish Land War 1879-90’ in Peter Jupp and 
Eoin  Magennis (ed.), Crowds in Ireland, c.1720-1920 (2000) 
 
Frank Thompson, The End of Liberal Ulster: Land Agitation and Land Reform in 
Ulster 1868–86 (2002) 
 
 

4. Unionism , nationalism and British politics from the 1880s 

P. Bull, ‘The Significance of the Nationalist Response to the Irish Land Act of 1903’, 
Irish Historical Studies vol. xxviii, 1993, pp. 283-305 

F. Campbell, Who Ruled Ireland? The Irish Administration, 1879-1914, Historical 
Journal, 50 (3), (2007) 

L. P. Curtis, Coercion and Conciliation in Ireland, 1880-1892: A study in 
Conservative Unionism (Princeton, 1963) 

H.C.G.Matthew, ‘Introduction’ to The Gladstone Diaries vols x-xi [1881-1886], and 
his biography of Gladstone 

John Vincent, ‘Gladstone and Ireland’, Proc. Br. Academy lxiii (1977) 

J.L.Hammond, Gladstone and the Irish Nation (London, 1938) 

James Loughlin, Gladstone, Home Rule and the Ulster Question 1882-1893 (Dublin, 
1986) 
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R.F.Foster, ‘To the Northern Counties Station: Lord Randolph Churchill and the 
Orange Card’ in Paddy and Mr Punch (London, 1993) 

Alvin Jackson, The Ulster Party: Irish Unionists in the House of Commons 1884-
1911 (Oxford, 1989) 

Andrew Gailey, Ireland and the Death of Kindness: the experience of constructive 
unionism 1880-1905 (Cork, 1987) 

Margaret O’Callaghan, British High Politics and a Nationalist Ireland (Cork, 1994) 

Lawrence McBride, The Greening of Dublin Castle: the transformation of 
bureaucratic and judicial personnel in Ireland, 1892-1922 (Washington, 1991) 

5. The ‘New Nationalism’ and the Irish Revival 

F.S.L. Lyons, Culture and Anarchy in Ireland 1890-1939 (Oxford, 1979) 

W.F.Mandle, The Gaelic Athletic Association and Irish Nationalist Politics 1884-
1924 (London, 1987) 

Dominic Daly, The Young Douglas Hyde (Dublin, 1974) 

Malcolm Brown, The Politics of Irish Literature (London, 1972) 

G.J.Watson, Irish Identity and the Literary Revival (London, 1994) 

R.F.Foster, W.B.Yeats, A Life, I: The Apprentice Mage, 1865-1914 and ‘Thinking 
from Hand to Mouth: Anglo-Irish literature, Gaelic nationalism and Irish politics in 
the 1890s’ in Paddy and Mr Punch (1993) 

D.G. Boyce, ‘”Marginal Britons”: the Irish’ in R. Collis and P. Dodd (eds), 
Englishness: Politics and Culture, 1880-1920 (London, 1986) 

R. V. Comerford, ‘Nation, Nationalism and the Irish Language’ in T. E. Hachey and 
L. J. McCaffrey (eds), Perspectives on Irish Nationalism (Lexington, 1989) 

Mike Cronin, ‘Defenders of the Nation? The Gaelic Athletic Association and Irish 
National Identity’, Irish Political Studies, 11:1 (1996). 
 
Neal Garnham, ‘Accounting for the Early Success of the Gaelic Athletic Association’, 
Irish Historical Studies, (May, 2004) 

Tom Garvin, ‘Great Hatred Little Room: Social Background and Political Sentiment 
among Revolutionary Activists in Ireland, 1890-1922’ in D. G. Boyce (ed), The 
Revolution in Ireland 1879-1923 (London, 1992) 

J. Hutchinson, ‘The Political Use of History in the work of Arthur Griffith’, Journal 
of Contemporary History, Vol. 8, 1973, pp. 3-19. 
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J. Hutchinson, The Dynamics of Cultural Nationalism: the Gaelic Revival and the 
Creation of the Irish Nation State (London, 1987) 

Timothy G. MacMahon, "All creeds and all classes"? Just who made up the Gaelic 
League?' in  Éire-Ireland (2002) 
 

P. Murray, ‘Irish Cultural Nationalism in the United Kingdom State: Politics and the 
Gaelic League, 1900-18’, Irish Political Studies, vol. 8, 1993, pp. 55-72. 

D.J. O’Neil, ‘D.P. Moran and Gaelic Cultural Revitalization’, Eire-Ireland, vol. Xii, 
1977, pp. 109-113. 

 
6. Radical Politics in the early 1900s 

Senia Paseta, Before the Revolution: nationalism social change and Ireland’s catholic 
elite 1879-1922 (Cork, 1999) 

Senia Paseta, Nationalist Responses to Two Royal Visits to Ireland, 1900 and 1903, 
Irish Historical Studies, Vol. 31, No. 124 (Nov. 1999), pp. 488-504 

Senia Paseta, Thomas Kettle (Dublin, 2009) 

Richard Davis, Arthur Griffith and Non-violent Sinn Fein (Dublin, 1974) 

Tom Garvin, Nationalist Revolutionaries in Ireland 1858-1928 (Oxford, 1987) 

Patrick Maume, The Long Gestation: Irish nationalist life 1891-1918(Dublin, 1999) 

Paul Bew, Conflict and Conciliation in Ireland 1890-1910: Parnellites and radical 
agrarians (Oxford, 1987) 

Fergus Campbell, Land and Revolution: nationalist politics in the west of Ireland  
1891-1921 (Oxford, 2005)  

Margaret Ward, Unmanageable Revolutionaries: women and Irish nationalism 
(London, 1983) 

James McConnel, ‘”Fenians at Westminster”: the Edwardian Irish parliamentary party 
and the legacy of the New Departure’, Irish Historical Studies xxxiv no. 133 (May 
2004) 

Matthew Kelly, The Fenian Ideal and Irish Nationalism 1882-1916 (Woodbridge, 
2006) 

Cal McCarthy, Cumman na mBan and the Irish Revolution (Cork, 2007) 

Louise Ryan and Margaret Ward (eds.), Irish Women and the Vote: Becoming 
Citizens (Dublin) 
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D. Urquhart, Women in Ulster Politics 1890-1940: a history not yet told (Dublin, 
2000) 

 

7. The Crisis of 1910-1916 

(As well as Jackson, Home Rule, Lyons, Culture and Anarchy and Townshend, 
Political Violence) 

Tim Bowman, Carson’s Army: the Ulster Volunteer Force, 1910-1922 (Manchester, 
2007) 

Paul Bew, Ideology and the Irish Question: Ulster Unionism and Irish nationalism 
1912-1916 (Oxford, 1994) 

W.I.Thompson, The Imagination of an Insurrection (London, 1967) 

Ruth Dudley Edwards, Patrick Pearse: the triumph of failure (London, 1977) 

F.X.Martin, ‘1916: Myth, fact and Mystery’, Studia Hibernica vii (1967) 

Charles Townshend, Easter 1916: The Irish Rebellion (London, 2005) 

Tom Garvin, ‘Great Hatred, Little Room: Social Background and Political Sentiment 
Among Revolutionary Activists in Ireland, 1890–1922’ in D.G. Boyce, The 
Revolution in Ireland, 1879–1923 (1988) 
 
S.F. Moran, ‘Patrick Pearse and the European Revolt Against Reason’, Journal of the 
History of Ideas (1989) 
 

Michael Wheatley, Nationalism and the Irish Party: provincial Ireland 1910-1916 
(Oxford, 2005) 

 

8. Revolution and settlement 

Joost Augusteijn, From Public Defence to Guerrilla Warfare: The Experience of 
Ordinary Volunteers in the Irish War of Independence, 1916–1921 (1996) 
 
Conor Kostick, Revolution in Ireland: Popular Militancy, 1917 to 1923 (1996) 

James McConnell, ‘The Franchise Factor in the defeat of the Irish Parliamentary 
Party, 1885-1918’, Historical Journal, 47.2 (2004), pp. 355-77. 
 

Nicholas Mansergh, The Unresolved Question: the Anglo-Irish settlement and its 
undoing, 1912-1972 (London, 1972) 
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G. Martin, ‘The origins of partition’ in M. Anderson and E. Bort (eds), The Irish 
Border: History, Politics, Culture (Liverpool, 1998), pp. 57-111 

Michael Laffan, The Partition of Ireland, 1911-1925 (Dublin, 1983) and The 
Resurrection of Ireland: the Sinn Fein party 1916-1923 (Cambridge, 1999) 

Michael Laffan, The Unification of Sinn Fein in 1917, Irish Historical Studies, Vol. 
XVII, No. 67 (March 1971), pp. 353-379 

Robert Lynch, The Northern IRA and the Early Years of Partition 1920-1922 (Dublin, 
2006) 

Arthur Mitchell, Revolutionary Government in Ireland: Dail Eireann, 1919-1922 
(Dublin 1995) 

S. Paseta, ‘Ireland’s Last Home Rule Generation: the Decline of Constitutional 
Nationalism in Ireland, 1916-1930’ in J. Regan and M. Cronin (eds.), Ireland: the 
Politics of Independence, 1922-1949 (Dublin, 2000) 

Charles Townshend, The British Campaign in Ireland 1919-1921 (Oxford, 1975) 

David Fitzpatrick, Politics and Irish Life 1913-21: provincial experience of war and 
revolution (Dublin, 1977) 

David Fitzpatrick (ed.), Revolution? Ireland 1917-23 (Dublin 1990) 

Peter Hart, The IRA and its Enemies: violence and community in Cork, 1916-23 
(Oxford, 1998) and The IRA at War (Oxford,  2003) 

Eunan O’Halpin, The Decline of the Union: British government in Ireland 1892-1920 
(Dublin, 1987) 

 

 

 
 


