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Women, Gender and Political Spaces: Historical Perspectives 
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Draft Conference Programme (last updated 10 August 2009)
Friday 11 September

1300-1400 Registration

1400-1530 Session One

Strand A: Women’s Relationship to the State (Suffrage, Formal/National Politics, Imperialism)
Politics of the Right in Mid-Twentieth-Century Europe

Chair; Room TBC


Perry Willson, University of Dundee, UK


Fascist women and the politics of welfare in interwar Italy

Dale Montgomery, Queens University Belfast, UK

The Blue blouses: a study in Irish conservative feminism

Vandana Joshi, University of Delhi, India

Informal spaces, political women and the construction of the Volksgemeinschaft
Strand B: Gender, Cultural Life and Cultural Production
Cultural Production and Political Agendas

Chair: Claire Jones; Room TBC


Niamh O’Sullivan, University of Limerick, Ireland

Belonging and identity in Rose Barton’s representations of imperial space in late-Victorian London

Tara Morton, University of Warwick, UK

Translating place and space: women artists and the making of suffrage propaganda

Aurelia Annat, University of Oxford, UK

Reviving the nation: history, language and heritage in Alice Green’s nationalist mission, 1900-29
Strand C: Gender, Work and Economic Agency
Gender and Paid Employment in Twentieth-Century Britain and Ireland

Chair; Room TBC


Sally Alexander, Goldsmiths, University of London, UK


Women workers in the London economy between the wars

Maryann Valiulis, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland

Not welcome in productive public spaces: gender and the politics of work in the Irish Free State

Gerry Holloway, University of Sussex, UK

Ambivalent attitudes: women and paid work in Britain, 1930-70
Strand D: Religion, Belief and Selfhood

Sacred Bodies, Sacred Spaces: Religion and the Politics of Gender in Late-Nineteenth and Early-Twentieth-Century Britain

Chair; Room TBC


Jacqui DeVries, Augsburg College, Minneapolis, USA
M. A. R. Tuker, popular theology and women’s space in early-twentieth-century English Catholicism


Sue Morgan, University of Chichester, UK


‘An end to secrecy’: women, religion and sexual discourse, 1880-1930


Tim Jones, University of Glamorgan, UK

‘Unduly conscious of her sex’: female bodies and sacred space in the Church of England
Strand E: Philanthropy, Activism and Local Perspectives
Women and Urban Spaces in Early Modern Britain

Chair; Room TBC

James Brown, University of Oxford, UK

Agency and the alehouse: female publicans in an early modern port city
Fiona Williamson, University of East Anglia, UK
Space and the city: contesting public and private in the seventeenth-century urban landscape

Theresa I. Jepsen, University of Southern Denmark, Denmark

Women and the political context of criminal justice in eighteenth-century Scotland

Strand F: The Household, Family and Gendered Bodies
Gendered Bodies and Medical Debates in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries
Chair; Room TBC



Sherry Gad Elrab, University of Exeter, UK

Medicine and debates on the equality between men and women in nineteenth-century Egypt

Clare Debenham, University of Manchester, UK

The 1920s birth control campaign: contested territory

Lesley A. Hall, Wellcome Library, UK

From silence to Steel: the abortion debate in interwar Britain, and its influence
1530-1600 Coffee and Tea

1600-1730 Session Two

Strand A: Women’s Relationship to the State (Suffrage, Formal/National Politics, Imperialism)
New Suffrage Histories

Chair; Room TBC

Susan Michelle Clayton, Université Diderot-Paris 7, France

When female chivalry revived, and the new woman quested. Or, how lady knights-at-arms- enhanced women’s suffrage campaigns in Victorian Britain

Dagmar Wernitznig, University of Oxford, UK

Heteroglossia and cacophony: identity politics, women’s movements, and the Hapsburg lands, 1867-1914
Michael Biggs, University of Oxford, UK 

Subversive genders: comparing hunger strikers in the British Isles, 1909-23
Strand B: Gender, Cultural Life and Cultural Production
Women and Intellect: Associational Perspectives

Chair: Carol Osborne; Room TBC


Rosalind Carr, University of Glasgow, UK

Eighteenth-century Scottish public debating societies and the performance of femininity
Claire Jones, University of Liverpool, UK


Bodies of controversy: women and the Royal Society


Clare O’Halloran, University College Cork, Ireland

Learned societies and the admission of women: the case of the Royal Irish Academy, 1785-1985

Strand C: Gender, Work and Economic Agency
Women and Industrial Activism in Modern British History
Chair; Room TBC

Jutta Schwarzkopf, Otto-von-Guericke University of Magdeburg, Germany

Appropriating the shopfloor

Sian Rhiannon Williams, Cardiff School of Education, UWIC, UK

‘Going it alone’: the National Union of Women Teachers and teacher unionism in south Wales, 1919-49
Jean Spence, University of Durham, UK and Carol Stephenson, University of Northumbria, UK
The role of the ‘outsider’ in women’s activism associated with the 1984-5 UK miners’ strike

Strand D: Religion, Belief and Selfhood
Women and Religious Discourses in Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century Britain
Chair; Room TBC

Teresa Barnard, University of Derby, UK


‘The excellences of the female character’: Anna Seward’s censored sermon
Alison Twells, Sheffield Hallam University, UK

Faith journeys and women’s political space in the mid-nineteenth century: Mary Howitt and Fredrika Bremer

Laura Schwartz, University of Oxford, UK


Women in the public world of freethought England, c.1850-89

Strand E: Philanthropy, Activism and Local Perspectives
Gender and the Politics of Food and Consumption

Chair; Room TBC


April Bullock, California State University, USA
Authority, experience, and social space: reading gender dynamics in manuscript recipe books from eighteenth- and nineteenth-century England
Karen Hunt, Keele University, UK 

The politics of food as a site for women’s neighbourhood activism in First World War Britain

Stella Moss, University of Oxford, UK

‘Sex bigotry’? Attitudes to English women’s drinking and the politics of social purity during the First World War

Strand F: The Household, Family and Gendered Bodies
Imagining and Negotiating Household Space
Chair; Room TBC

Josephine Maltby, Linda Perriton, University of York, UK and Katrina Honeyman, University of Leeds, UK

The management of these thrifty wives
Katie Barclay, University of Warwick, UK

‘Take her around over there, where you’ll not break anything, and give it to her’: negotiating space within the household
Giulia Mezzalama, Politecnico di Torino, Italy
The transformation of women’s domestic space through the writings of Lidia Morelli in the interwar years

1745-1845 Plenary

Prof. Linda Kerber, University of Iowa, USA,

The paradoxes of place: the spaces women inhabit

1900-2000 Buffet Supper

2015-2215 Women’s Suffrage Oral History Event 

This event, held in conjunction with the Women's Library, will feature the outstanding collection of oral history interviews, first recorded by Brian Harrison in the 1970s. The prestigious panel of speakers includes Brian Harrison, Jill Liddington and Elizabeth Crawford.
Bar

Saturday 12 September

0800-0900 Breakfast; Registration for Saturday delegates

0900-1030 Session Three

Strand A: Women’s Relationship to the State (Suffrage, Formal/National Politics, Imperialism)
Elite Women and Political Spaces in Early Modern Europe
Chair; Room TBC

Julie Farguson, University of Oxford, UK

Queen Anne’s first progress: the appropriation and politicisation of urban space in early eighteenth century England
Annette Cremer, Justus-Liebig-Universität Gießen, Germany

Mon plaisir: the dollhouses of Augusta Dorothee between testimonial and representation

Nicola Cowmeadow, University of Dundee, UK

Scottish noblewomen, the family and Scottish politics in the era of the Union of 1707
Strand B: Gender, Cultural Life and Cultural Production
Women’s Journalism

Chair: Maggie Andrews; Room TBC

Holly M Kent, Lehigh University, USA
‘To publish here takes her not one step beyond her proper sphere’: Abolitionist ladies’ departments as gendered literary spaces in the nineteenth-century United States
Mara Patessio, University of Manchester, UK
The development of the journalistic profession for women in Japan during the 1890s and 1900s
Tracey Loughran, Cardiff University, UK

The frustration and inspiration of women’s magazines: Spare Rib and the attempt to build new ‘imagined communities’ of women readers in the 1970s

Strand C: Gender, Work and Economic Agency
Nursing and Childcare in Modern British History

Chair; Room TBC


Sue Hawkins, Kingston University, UK

Mrs. Bedford Fenwick versus Miss Eva Luckes: an irresistible force meets an immovable object
Katherine Holden, University of the West of England, UK

‘There’s something about a nanny’: unmarried women, childcare and domestic authority in mid-twentieth-century England


Andrea Jones, Swansea University, UK

The role of political influence in the development of nursing in Wales between 1948 and 1964
Strand D: Religion, Belief and Selfhood
Religion, Travel and International Exchanges

Chair; Room TBC

Clare Midgley, Sheffield Hallam University, UK

Remembering Rammohun Roy: gender, commemoration and cross-cultural community in an imperial age
Eve Colpus, University of Oxford, UK

‘A Life-time of friend-making’, ‘a musician and writer’, ‘an international traveller’: the work places and identities of Evangeline Booth
Deborah Gaitskell, SOAS, London University, UK

‘A spirit of comradeship in work’? Anglican women missionaries and ecclesiastical politics in twentieth century South Africa
Strand E: Philanthropy, Activism and Local Perspectives
Philanthropic Spaces: Inter-class Relations
Chair; Room TBC


Jane Brooks, University of Manchester, UK


‘It is one of women’s especial works to visit the poor’

Mary Clare Martin, Greenwich University, UK

Segregation, exclusion or exhibition? Social space and the ‘treatment’ of mentally deficient girls in Scotland, 1906-48

Samantha Caslin, University of Manchester, UK

From guidance to surveillance: the Liverpool Vigilance Association, urban spaces and working class female morality in early-twentieth-century Liverpool
Strand F: The Household, Family and Gendered Bodies
The Family and Domestic Space: Sites of Agency in the Long Eighteenth Century
Chair; Room TBC

Leonie Hannan, Royal Holloway, University of London, UK

Domestic imaginings: the mental and physical spaces of women’s letter writing, 1650-1750

Zoe Dyndor, University of Northampton, UK

The home as a ‘public’: political spaces and their impact during eighteenth-century elections and beyond

Jenny Basford, University of York, UK

From the ‘Duchess’ to the marchioness: elite women and politics in the eighteenth century
1030-1100 Coffee and Tea

1100-1230 Session Four

Strand A: Women’s Relationship to the State (Suffrage, Formal/National Politics, Imperialism)
Gender, Race and Imperial Relationships in the Anglo-American World, 1789-1846

Chair; Room TBC


Jane McDermid, University of Southampton, UK


Elizabeth Macquarie (1775-1835): wife to the ‘father of Australia’

Inge Dornan, Brunel University, UK


Breaking the silence: women in the politics of the transatlantic slave trade

Sharon Wood, University of Nebraska, Omaha, USA
The power of Priscilla’s upper room: reflections on gender and the black antislavery movement in the United States

Strand B: Gender, Cultural Life and Cultural Production
Articulating Personal and Domestic Space through Visual Media

Chair: Tara Morton; Room TBC

Lyrica Taylor, University of Maryland, USA
Modern Venetian women and work and leisure: interpreting John Singer Sargent’s early genre paintings of Venice

Katherine Tubb, University of Glasgow, UK


The Weimar photography of Marta Astfalck-Vietz – framing female spaces?

Annamaria Motrescu, Cambridge University, Centre of South Asian Studies, UK
Memsahibs’ amateur films and British imperial agency in the 1930s
Strand C: Gender, Work and Economic Agency
Women and BBC Radio

Chair; Room TBC


Kate Murphy, Goldsmiths, University of London, UK

Miss Somerville and Miss Sprott: separate but equal? Women in the early BBC
Maggie Andrews, University of Staffordshire, UK


Homes both sides of the microphone


Kristin Skoog, University of Westminster, UK

Representations of the post-war woman: the BBC and Mrs. Dales’ Diary 1945-55

Strand D: Religion, Belief and Selfhood
Negotiating Public Spaces within Religious Institutions

Chair; Room TBC


Sophie Heywood, University of Reading, UK


Women writers and the secular-religious ‘culture wars’ in France, 1840-80

James Golden, University of Oxford, UK


Women and the politics of church and state: the case of Irish disestablishment

Carmen Mangion, University of Manchester, UK

Homosocial spaces, public places: women’s religious ministry and the spatial turn

Strand E: Philanthropy, Activism and Local Perspectives
Contested Neighbourhood Spaces in Modern Canada and the United States

Chair; Room TBC


Claire Gallagher, Georgian Court University, USA
The power of space: shaping the women’s movement in the United States through architectural design

Liz Millward, University of Manitoba, Canada


Making a scene: struggles over lesbian place-making in Canada, 1965-85

Georgina Hickey, University of Michigan-Dearborn, USA
The geography of pornography: neighbourhood and feminist battles against the ‘dirty bookstores’ in the urban United States
Strand F: The Household, Family and Gendered Bodies
The Gendered Spaces of British Elite Women in the late Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries

Chair; Room TBC

Julie Day, Independent Researcher

Household management as a method of authority for eighteenth-century elite women: three Yorkshire case studies

Alison Duncan, University of Edinburgh, UK

Power and the Old Maid: the unmarried eighteenth-century gentlewoman in her family

1230-1330 Lunch

1330-1500 Session Five

Strand A: Women’s Relationship to the State (Suffrage, Formal/National Politics, Imperialism)
Women, Agency and the Law

Chair; Room TBC


Alison Smith, University of Toronto, Canada


The shifting place of women in Imperial Russia’s social order
Kimberly Welch, University of Maryland, USA
Battered bodies, cruel words and ‘embarrassed affairs’: women, domestic disputes and the courts in Antebellum Mississippi and Louisiana

Lucy Bland, London Metropolitan University, UK

‘Hunnish scenes’ and a ‘Virgin birth’: the contested marriage and motherhood of Christabel Russell

Strand B: Gender, Cultural Life and Cultural Production
Women’s Negotiation of Public Art Spaces
Chair: Annamaria Motrescu; Room TBC

Caroline Palmer, Oxford Brookes University, UK

From ‘pretty misses’ to ‘penny-a-liners’: the art gallery as a space for women writers, 1780-1880

Megan Brandow-Faller, Georgetown University, USA
An art of their own: reinventing ‘Frauenkunst’ in the female academies and artist leagues of late-imperial and first republic Vienna, 1900-1930


Joanna Gardner-Huggett, DePaul University, Chicago, USA
Rendering the invisible visible: women artists’ co-operatives in Chicago, 1973-2003
Strand C: Gender, Work and Economic Agency
Economic Spaces in Early Modern Britain

Chair; Room TBC


Jonathan Healey, University of Cambridge, UK


Women as landholders in England, c.1500-1800

Anne Laurence, The Open University, UK

Women and the city: the spread of women’s financial activity in early- eighteenth-century England
Deborah Simonton, University of Denmark, Denmark

The politics of the corporate community: gender and the economy
Strand D: Religion, Belief and Selfhood
Gender and Belief: Eastern Perspectives

Chair; Room TBC
Joanna de Groot, University of York, UK
Orientalisms and the politics of gendered space: Iranian and European perceptions of gender segregation in nineteenth-century Iran
Pallavi Chakravarty, University of Delhi, India

‘Empowerment’ in a moment of despondency: the silver lining in the densely dark clouds of partition
Megha Kumar, University of Oxford, UK

Sexual violence and gender identities: Gujarat 2002
Strand E: Philanthropy, Activism and Local Perspectives

Revisiting the Edwardian Suffrage Movement and its Era
Chair; Room TBC

Elizabeth Crawford, Independent Researcher and Jill Liddington, University of Leeds, UK

‘Women don’t count, don’t count women’: suffrage, census & intimate citizenship 1911


June Purvis, University of Portsmouth, UK

Emmeline Pankhurst, suffragette leader and single parent in Edwardian Britain
Strand F: The Household, Family and Gendered Bodies
The Politics of the Body in Early Modern Britain and the Americas 

Chair; Room TBC


Sarah Pearsall, Oxford Brookes University, UK


Women and polygamy in the early modern Anglo-American world

Kendra Kennedy, Arizona State University, USA
Belles of the Meschianza: exploring the role of young women in creating social and political space during the American Revolution and early National era


Elaine Pena, George Washington University, USA

Women on foot: gender, class and sacred space production in central Mexico

1515-1615  Presentation of the Clare Evans Prize, the Carol Adams Prize and the WHN book prize and WHN AGM 

1615-1715 Afropean Choir
                   Coffee and Tea

1515-1615 Modern Art Museum trip (limited to 12 places)

1515-1700 A suffrage walk round Oxford with Katherine Bradley (limited to 20 places)

(£6, or £3 for concessions - funds to go towards the 21st Oxford Women's International Festival to be held in March 2010)

1715-1815 Plenary

Prof. Malavika Karlekar, Centre for Women’s Development Studies, New Delhi
The photographic visual in research on gender 
1815-1930 Drinks reception generously sponsored by Taylor and Francis Group. Music by Skeleton Crew.

Book Launch:
Katherine Bradley and Helen Sweet (eds.), Women in the Professions, Politics and Philanthropy, (Trafford, 2009), available at the discounted rate of  £10 for conference participants. Also, Jean Spence, Sarah Aiston and Maureen Meikle, Women, Education and Agency, 1600-2000, (Routledge, 2009), available at a 20% discount to conference participants. 

Also, launch of Herstoria, a new women’s history magazine. 

1930-2130 Conference Dinner

2130-2300 Bar open

Sunday 13 September

0800-0900 Breakfast

0900-1000 Plenary

Dame Olwen Hufton, University of Oxford, UK

Women, religion and the politics of self and community in early modern Catholic Europe
1015-1115 Session Six

Strand A: Women’s Relationship to the State (Suffrage, Formal/National Politics, Imperialism)
Formal Spaces: Local Government and Legal System in Twentieth-Century Britain

Chair; Room TBC


Ruth Davidson, Royal Holloway, University of London, UK

‘Human beings and human tragedies’: women Poor Law Guardians in Croydon and East Surrey, 1900-30

Kenneth Baxter, University of Dundee, UK

Gender divisions in the city chambers? Women members of city councils in Scotland, c.1919-49
Strand B: Gender, Cultural Life and Cultural Production 

Please note this session will run to 11.30am.

Exploring Feminism and Femininity Through Text

Chair: Henrice Altink; Room TBC


Karen Offen, Stanford University, USA
A German women’s advocate meets French feminism: Kaethe Schirmacher’s Paris writings, 1895-1910

Nancy Rosoff, Rutgers University, USA and Stephanie Spencer, University of Winchester, UK

A tale of two scholars: transnational ideals of femininity within teenage fiction Lee V. Chambers, University of Colorado, USA
Entrance, exit, and mise en scene: Maria Weston Chapman stages her public self
Strand C: Gender, Work and Economic Agency
Work, Voluntarism and The Women’s Movement
Chair; Room TBC

Anne Logan, University of Kent, UK


The women’s movement and jury service, c.1920-170 

Caitriona Beaumont, London South Bank University, UK

Housewives and citizens: voluntary women’s organisations and the women’s movement in England and Wales, 1945-64

Strand E: Philanthropy, Activism and Local Perspectives
Women’s Associational Culture

Chair; Room TBC


Katherine Bradley, Open University, UK

‘Clothed and in our right minds’: the dress reform movement in the late nineteenth century

Carol Osborne, University of Cumbria, UK

A room of one’s own? Alpine climbing and the politics of club formation in England before 1914
Strand F: The Household, Family and Gendered Bodies
Politics: the Private and the Intimate in Modern European Contexts 

Chair; Room TBC

Sara A. Sewell, Virginia Wesleyan College, USA

Mothers on the Frontlines: Communist Organization of Working-Class Homes in the Weimar Republic


Claudia Gori, European University Institute, Florence, Italy

Sentiments: Personal, private and public spaces through the analyses of four love correspondences in nineteenth- and twentieth-century Italy
1115-1145 Coffee and Tea
1145-1300 Plenary

Alison Oram, Leeds Metropolitan University, UK
Judith S. Lewis, University of Oklahoma, USA
Elite Spaces: Rethinking Gender and Heritage (TBC)

Alison Oram, Sexing the historic house: women, sexuality and space in public history
Judith S. Lewis, Brideshead re-visioned: elite English women and the country house experience of World War II

1300-1400 Lunch and Depart
